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HOFMANN _ VIOLIN MAKER REPAIRER EXPERT 


MUSICAL REQUISITES OF CONVENTS, SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES SPECIALLY ATTENDED TO. 
REPAIRS A SPECIALITY. 


16 LINCOLN PLACE, DUBLIN, C.5 
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M. O'CALLAGHAN & CO., LIMITED 


BUILDING AND GENERAL CONTRACTORS. Telephone: 92456 
CHARLEMONT BRIDGE WORKS, DUBLIN 


“ALTAR CANDLES RECOMMENDED AND USED BY THE H ere oa 
Manufactured by 75%, 65% %j$and 25% RUBRICAL BEESWAX 
‘Le ol 8 
LALOR LIMITED, 14 Lr. Ormond Quay, Dublin 
Phone: Dublin 73533 iB Cork Branch: 12 COOK STREET :: Telegrams: " Beeswax, Dublin.” 
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T. KILMARTIN & SON | 


: 
STATIONERS, PRINTERS AND } 
DIE STAMPERS : 
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BREAD | 


Printing Neatly and Promptly Pecntes 
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MADE BY 
JOHNSTON, MOONEY & O'BRIEN, 3 NASSAU ST., DUBLIN. 
Phone: DUBLIN 680612. LTD. Established 1866. Telephone + —- 


’ : , a 2a’ w. FAMILY GROCER, TEA, WINE, 
DOLPHIN STORES MERCHANT. 
: , : ! | T LIMERICK HAMS A SPECIALITY. NEW 
23 DOLPHIN’S BARN STREET, DUBLIN Rin cok Cone io HI oe 
TERMS CASH. TELEPHONE : 51405. ae | 
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FOR THE BEST VALUE IN THE WHOLESALE TRADE 

A. O’SULLIVAN & CO. LTD. 

TEA MERCHANTS & GROCERS. — Convents, Colleges and Institutions specially catered for. 

BUY WELL: BUY THE BEST: QUALITY IS OUR MOTTO: TRIAL ORDER SOLICITED: INQUIRIES INVITED. A 

& 

69 MIDDLE ABBEY STREET DUBLIN PHONE 42689 : 

16 @00G00@ esse @ oe @ 20 Qoo Gee Gee SeeGee Gee G eo Gee Gee G oe Bee Hee H2o Hes Gee Gor Gee Heo Ger Gos poe @ oc Geo Gre Gee Bre Gee Gee G oe Gor Ges Gor Ger Geo Gor Ger Ger Gas Gee Gee GoeG oe Goo Gor Boe Hoe Ges GerGeeGee Gor Ger Gee Gre Hee Gee Gor Garl 


An Independent Company Established In 1908 


INSURANCE X The HIBERNIAN 


46/49 DAME STREET, DUBLIN 
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THIS IS THE NAME TO REMEMBER FOR QUALITY GOODS 
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Todd, Burns— one of Ireland’s 
oldest and leading drapery and 
furniture stores—specialises 

in Irish made goods, ladies’ 
and children’s wear, shoes, etc., 
school outfits, and uniforms, 
all men’s, boys’ and youths’ 
requirements, household goods 
and fabrics. Todd, Burns are aiso 
renowned for their furniture 
and carpets which are available 
on their famous Easy Terms. 


Todds specialise also in Clerical, 
Military and Civilian Tailoring— 
only best quality materiais and 
linings used. 


2 FLOOR 
Ivestaurant 


} 


Two great floors, fully 
licensed. Popular 4- 
course Luncheon served 
12.30 to 3.30 p.m. Tea 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. A la 
Carte 10 a.m. to !0p.m. 


Se Se ee 


CLERY & U0. jreland's Great Department Store 


1941 (LTD. 


. . . where the smal! Profits Policy has proved a boon te 
pee ee ee customers in all parts of Ireland. A visit to one of Clerys 4! 
Denis Guiney, Managing Director = Departments will show you how well this policy has been received. 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS : WE VOUCH FOR THEM 
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JOSEPH FISHER & SONS [IMITED 


ALBERT BASIN *« NEWRY 


TELEPHONE : NEWRY 2251 (7 lines) 


a 
| 
IMPORTERS OF DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL COAL ANTHRACITE AND COKE 


Broce’ 


AUTHORISED FUEL OIL AGENTS FOR SHELL-MEX AND B.P. LIMITED. 
Also at Our Subsidiaries 
COOPER & CO., St. Helena Quay, DUNDALK. Telephone 4091 
THE ANTRIM IRON ORE CO. LTD., Brands Buicing peer ‘Terepnens 2521 | 
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AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR 
MORRIS 
AND 


~WOLSELEY CARS 


W. H. REAY 


& CO. LID. 


Dre Goo Gee Gee Gee Gee Grae Ose Gee Hee @a- 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
SALES AND SERVICE 


Doe QerGooGecGee Ser GerQesGaeGeeHerGreGer® Po oe ot a 4 


Automobile Engineers 


HARRY FERGUSON | aS ee 
8 Linenhall Stree 
[Motors] Ltd. Belfast | | BELFAST 
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Telephone: 25444 A Ds TELEPHONE: 20644 
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JAMES P. CORRY & CO. LTD. 


SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES OF 
Church Furniture 
From Well-Seasoned Timbers, Manufactured by Superb Craftsmen in our own Workshops 
Fiead Office : PRINCE’S DOCK, BELFAST 
Telephone: 43281 (6 lines) 
SAWMILLS, JOINERY WORKS AND DOOR FACTORY TIMBER, 
: SLATE, TILE AND CEMENT IMPORTERS. 
¢ Frederick Street: Phone: 23671! (3 lines). ee Street: eis shoes: 
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WE ADVERTISE NONE BUT RELIABLE FIRMS 
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. — When | grow up I'm 
- < q going to pilot planes 

<r —SSCslike’ Dad and he says 
the best way to grow is to eat lots of 


what's good for you. That's why | eat 


KENNEDYS BREAD 


ie | 
E M4 Peter Kennedy Ltd., Dublin 
are now again available | CT NERS Aes TROY 


The General Electric Co. Ltd. 13 Trinity St. Dulin = Ee 


Padbury 
Boe HerGerGee Ger Gece GecGor Gor Geo Gee Ger GeeGer Qer Ger GorGerGoeQGHorGeeHoeHoreGorGorGooQoe® 9 BeeOerO, : 


PURE ALTAR WINE 


Quality and Purity Guaranteed. 


Leading in all branches 
ENGINEERING INSURANCE 
and 


Supplied in Three Varieties: | 
INSPECTION 


RICH, MEDIUM AND DRY 
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We invite Enquiries 


Wm. & P. Thompson 


LIMITED 


Offering excellent terms 
and expert advice on 
Fire, Burglary, Marine 
Employer's Laibility and 


‘ General Accident Insurance etc. 


Pa Dee hee G oo G 01 Gor v0 Gee Goc Ges or Gee Dor Gee Ges Heo Ger GerG oo GesHerGeeGooDHoe Her QerGos@=soGeoGe ‘ 


85 LOWER GARDINER STREET, 
DUBLIN, C.13. 
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TRISH 


| Insurance Co., Ltd. 
| Head Office: || Dawson St., Dublin | 
Phone: 79836 | 
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Telegrams: ' Palmetum, Dublin.’ 


Telephone: 79409/79400 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS: WE VOUCH FOR THEM 
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PUBLISHERS :: BOOKSELLERS :: PRINTERS :: BOOKBINDERS 

CHURCH FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS é 
GILLS 00 Upr. O'Connell Street | 
¢ M.H. GILL & SON, Ltd. | DUBLIN 
: ESTABLISHED 1856 : 
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: WILLIAM FANAGAN | ; @ WE STOCK FINEST FOODS 


; @ WE MAINTAIN KEEN PRICES 
; © WE DELIVER TO ALL PARTS OF 
CITY 


O'CONAILL'S 
PARNELL STREET 


GROCERS and PURVEYORS 
Telephome: 43899 


B00 Gee oo Goo G oe Boe Gee Gee G oe Goo Ges Ges Gere Gee Geo Ges Gee Gee Gor Gee Gee Gee Gor Gre GecGeeQooQso@.” 


FUNERAL FURNISHERS 
54 AUNGIER STREET, 
DUBLIN 


eet No. 54101. 
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ARGUS SHOE 
COMPANY 
LADIES’, GENTS’ and CHILDREN'S 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 
5 SUNDRIVE ROAD, 
KIMMAGE, DUBLIN 
oo e=94133 
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HUGH O'KANE 


THE LEADING CATHOLIC FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS IN IRELAND 


114-118 DONEGALL STREET | 
BELFAST — 


TELEPHONE : 24336 and 24974 


BRANCHES THROUGHOUT CITY | 
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and promptly your 

Magazines, Brochures, Colour Printing 

Raffle Tickets, Die Stamping, Office Equipment 
Special Terms to Schools and Colleges 


Juverna Press Ltd 
12 Upper Liffey Street, Dublin 


Stationers Telephones 43238 and 44093 


for printing efficiently 
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WE ADVERTISE NONE BUT RELIABLE FIRMS 
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IMPERIAL GOOD COMPANION PORTABLE 


? 

. FROM £25. HIRE PURCHASE FACILITIES. 
SPECIAL OR CONTINENTAL KEYBOARD 
f 
: 
] 


J. A. IRVINE LTD. College Square North, BELFAST 


) TELEPHONE : (28530 / / ) 
“BELL and MARTIN. 
i HEATING AND VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
11-15 Dock Street - Belfast ; 
a ee ee ee 


AND REMEMBER THE PLEASURE 


= Smoke “MEMORIAL MIXTURE” 
_LEAHY, KELLY & LEAHY, Ltd, BELFAST | 
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ALWAYS AND ONLY THE “BEST “COAL FROM 


a 
DEVOTO & HASSAN, LTD. | 
a a eleiaepasee! 2 a peataaie = : 
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“QUALITY TELLS 


WILLIAM ABBOTT "MEAT PURVEYOR 
117. YORK’ STREET, BELFAST 


Kindly note: This is our only address. | Telephone : —_ 


° 
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Still maintains its popularity as being superior to any Bread Baked in Belfast. = 


HUGHES’ BREAD . itn itciaonaes 


Agents in most Towns and Villages in 
the North and North-West ——— Ruieeeess Beliast 


+ of treland. 
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G-@ 
iT PAYS TO SHOP AT QUINN’ j—- —THE FIRM FAMOUS FOR FOOD. 
NEWRY 2281 Four Lines WHOLESALE AND RETAIL BRANCHES ; 
Retali Grocery 2... .i. ccs cee 2283 BELFAST «..-... 22. 02. 45481 ARMAGH on. 25 ses ses wes $1 
Do. Wine Department ... 2281 DUNGANNON .,, ... 184 NEVVGASTLE | onc: oes des ane RT 
Whoesale Grocery ... .2. oe. oaee -LURGAN Ui ie. at 199 KILKEEL np nae ae ee 
Wholesale Wine Depot ... ... 2284 PORTADOWN ... ... ... 2409 WARRENPOINT ies ean ees 349 


* JOHN QUINN, LIMITED * 
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ek J. & R. McCLOSKzY Sanitary, Heating & Electrical caainnaek 


@ 

¢ 

Heating Contracts recently completed 1 Churches-—ST. PAUL’S, ST. JOHN’S, ST, MALACHY’S, ST. PATRICK'S 
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CONTRACTORS TO GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, LONDON. AND COUNTY BOROUGH CORPORATION. 
Me TELEPHONES: 25535 and 26246 


GLEN | ENGINEERING WORKS: aes IMIS | _ STREET, _ BELFAST. 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS: WE VOUCH FOR THEM 
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FRUIT SQUASHES 
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MORGAN'S 
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LEMON 
LIME 
BAR=LEM 
GRAPEFRUIT 
AND 

i BARLEY 
ORANGE 
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CONFECTIONER -:- FRUITERER } 
17 BELMORE STREET. | 
: 
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ENNISKILLEN 


Telephone No. 2512 (Two Extensions) 


‘ ALSO AT 
= KILMACORMICK, — ENNISKILLEN 
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EDITOR’S PAGE 


COMMAND PERFORMANCE 


““@N Ireland, the Church is always looking for money—money 
| to erect more and bigger buildings to house more and more 
seminarians and religious.’* “The missionary Orders and 
Societies are forever seeking out more and more young men to 
join their ranks.’’ “Is there real need for all this frenzy ? ”’ 
Perhaps you’ve heard statements and questions like these. And 
perhaps a suitable retort didn’t spring to your lips as quickly 
as you would have wished. You knew there was an answer— 
and a good one at that—but you just hadn’t it ready when you 
wanted it. 


Well, then, let’s take a quick look at the situation. After 
nearly twenty centuries of Christianity, the majority of the 
human race are still non-Catholic. Though Jesus Christ died 
on the Cross that He might “ draw all things ’’ to Himself, most 
men live and die without Baptism; most young men and 
women make their marriage vows without the sacramental 
erace of matrimony to consecrate their love ; most of our race 
languish in famine because they have never known the bread 
of life, “‘ that bread which is my flesh for the life of the world ” ; 
most of the world’s sinners, driven to near desperation by their 
guilt, have never heard those tremendous words that cleanse and 
purify and restore to grace: ‘‘ I absolve thee from thy sins...’ ; 
most men pass through the shadows of death without the 
strengthening oil of the Last Anointing. “‘I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Life,’ said Christ. But for unnumbered millions, 
the Redeemer is just an important historical figure, or an enemy 
to be conquered, or someone of whose very name they have 
never heard. : | 


P‘HESE are facts, and the statistics behind them simply cannot 
be brushed aside. Whether you’re for Christ or against Him, 


you cannot deny that the majority of men have not as yet . 


enlisted themselves beneath the banner of the Cross. And, 
because of this, the command of Christ rings out ever more 
urgently across the face of the earth: ‘’ Going, therefore, teach 
ye all nations.” 


This, you see, is a matter in which Christ gave His Church no 
choice. He expressed no mere wish: He issued a command. 
So, when men and women, priests, brothers and nuns leave 
home and fatherland to carry the torch of the Faith to the ends 
of the earth, they are involved in a gigantic, divine ‘ command 
performance.’ Maybe just now your son or daughter is planning 
to leave home in preparation for work on the foreign missions. 
And maybe the parting leaves a wound in your heart that is deep 
and terrible. But don’t you now feel that the hurt is infinitely 
worth the bearing. Or perhaps—if you’re a teacher—you’ve 
been irked by those nuns and priests who come asking your 
pupils to join in their apostolate ? Or is it that you’ve been 
very close to annoyance because of a church collection for the 
Propagation of the Faith, or because someone asked you to 
subscribe to a magazine “to help the missions?’ Natural 
reactions, to be sure. But don’t forget that it was the Saviour— 
not just the priests or the bishops or the Pope—Who issued the 
command: “ Teach ye all nations.’’ 


“Yes, but why expect Ireland—a poor country—to give to 
the cause so much of her man-power and money ? ”’ To that 
question there are, no doubt, many answers. Here is just one 
of them: A great deal is expected of Ireland for the very reason 
that she 1s poor. On the feather-bed of wealth, heroes and apostles 
are seldom nurtured. 


FATHER DERMOT, C.P. 
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TOMAS ROSEINGRAVE ASKS AND ANSWERS THE QUESTION : 


ADMITTED 
to the 
U.N. ? 


HERE 1S A TELLING SUMMARY 
OF THE CASE 


HE Charter of the United Nations was 

originally signed by the five major Powers, 

the United States, Great Britain, France, 
the Soviet Union, and the China of Chiang 
Kai-Shek. By this document these nations 
pledged themselves to the establishment of an 
order. of international relations in which 
principles rather than expediency were to rule, 
Since then the government of Chiang Kai-Shek 
by force and violence has been overthrown and 
the ruthless tyranny of Mao Tse-tung has been 
substituted. This Communist government seeks 
admission to the United Nations which, how- 
ever, continues to accept the credentials of the 
representative of Chiang Kai-shek. Ihe Soviet 
Union, of course, supports the admission of 
the Peking government and agitation favouring 
China’s admission has become party-line tor 
Communists throughout the world. The 
admission of Communist China into the United 
Nations has now become an agitated theme 
in world politics. 

The United States vigorously opposes Ked 
China’s admission and its action will, at least, 
contribute to the maintenance of some measure 
of confidence in the very shaky foundations 
of the United Nations. An official American 
State Department Memorandum, issued in 
August, 1958, emphasises the point that the 
seating of the representatives of the Peking 
government in the United Nations ~ would 
vitiate, if not destroy, the United Nations as 
an instrument for the maintenance of inter- 
national peace.’’ The opposition of the United 
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SHOULD RED CHINA BE 


States and that of the other non-Communist 
countries cannot fail to uphold some concept 
of morality in present day international affairs. 


HE advocates of the admission of Ked 

China into the United Nations contend that 
the government of Mao Tse-tung has effective 
control over practically the whole of the 
Chinese territory, that this government is 
effectively performing its administrative tasks 
and is maintaining public order on the mainland 
of China. For these reasons, the argument runs, 
Communist China conforms to the requirements 
of international law regarding the recognition 
of an existing authority as the legal govern- 
ment of a country. This argument, if accepted, 
would endorse the cynical concept of inter- 
national relations in which principle is discarded 
at the behest of expediency and commerce. 
The admission of Red China would be an 
implicit assertion that crime does pay and that 
aggression should be rewarded. The China case 
would then become a precedent and the way 
would be open for the admission of all future 
totalitarians on the grounds that effective 
control of their conquered territories qualified 
them for admission into the United Nations. 

This effective control argument with its 
addendum that ‘‘ 600 million Chinese cannot 


‘be ignored’’ is appealing but its worth is 


superficial in the extreme. It 1s not necessary 
for one country to have diplomatic relations 
with another country in order to deal with 1t. 
The United States, for example, has not 
diplomatic relations with Communist China but 
the U.S. has taken part in negotiations with 
the Government of Mao Tse-tung in both the 
Korean and Indo-China armistices and, in 1958, 
at the ambassadorial talks in Geneva. Much 
less is it necessary, from the point of view ot 
carrying on routine relations, for a world body 
such as the United Nations, to admit to its 
deliberations a government like that of Red 
China. 


Y a resolution of the United Nations, Com- 

munist China has been branded an aggressor 
in the Korean War. If China is now to be 
admitted, the U.N. must first anul its former 
resolution and welcome the aggressor, aS a 
peace-loving nation.” Furthermore the 
government of Mao Tse-tung has since its 
usurpation of power abrogated all the treaties 
of the Republic of China except those which 
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CHINESE BUDDHIST MONKS PARADE IN CEREMONIAL DRESS 


expediency dictated should be continued. Ever 
since the Korean armistice it has broken many 
of its commitments and it has failed to honour 
several of the provisions of the Geneva accord 
on Vietnam and Laos. 


Two further main arguments are advanced 
for the necessity of admitting Red China into 
the United Nations: (1) Peace in the Pacific 
depends on the admission of China, and (2) the 
Western Powers will gain much by increased 
trade with China. If peace anywhere depends 
on the placating of a ruthless tyrant, then peace 
is scarcely worth having. Concentration Camps 
and crematoria are very peaceful habitats, but 
the peace of these places will not be sought by 
rational human beings. Red China’s role of a 
peace-loving nation is guided by expediency 
and convenience which now demand _ that 
China be allowed to enjoy a period of peace in 
international affairs so as to facilitate Mao Tse- 
tung in consolidating internally his aggrandise- 
ment. Ihe advocates of the specious Peace in 


the Pacific argument never allude to the serious 
effects which Red China’s entry into the U.N. 
would have on the non-Communist countries of 
the East. [hey would be immediately exposed 
to the full impact of Chinese Communist 
expansion and therefore far from _ bringing 
peace to the Pacific the admission of Red 
China would have the opposite effect. 


HE second plea namely that the entry of 

China into the U.N. would result in the 
Western Powers enjoying increased trade 
conceals the fact that it is China which has 
most to gain from such trade. It is now clear 
that the Soviet Union cannot supply China’s 
deficiencies, particularly in food and industrial 
plant. On the contrary, the recent disclosures 
regarding the present position of Soviet agri- 
culture brought with them the confession that 
the Soviet Union's agricultural production is 
well below the level of necessary requirements. 
For example it is now admitted that in the 
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U.S.S.R. there are 9 million cattle less than 
there was on the eve of collectivisation in 1928. 
Not one area was named in which agricultural 
production had increased. The Soviet Union 
is now feeling the effects of the brutal annihila- 
tion of the Kulaks which accompanied the 
enforced collectivisation of agriculture and the 
misjudged and unbalanced output of heavy 
industry. Again it ought to be remembered 
that trade with Red China, as with all Com- 
munist countries, is always at the mercy of 
current Communist policies. 


Finally, the question which must be answered 
is: Does the present regime in China contorm 
to the principles set out in the Charter of the 
United Nations ? It is well to state here that 
some of the present members of the U.N. do 
not adhere to the declared principles of the 
Charter. Pragmatic reasons alone, perhaps, 
dictate that the Soviet Union, Poland, Hungary 
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and Czechoslovakia be not expelled, for the 
Communist governments of these countries 
have ceased to respect those human rights and 
freedoms which the members of the U.N. 
pledge themselves to safeguard and uphold. 
But the forced toleration of this objectionable 
situation does not warrant the admission of a 
State which is known in advance to be antagon- 
istic to the professed principles and aims of 
the UN. 


(PHE written Constitution of Communist 
- China and the policy of calculated inhuman 
and terroristic actions of the government of 
Mao ‘Tse-tung preclude it irom giving 
allegiance to the principles set forth in the 
U.N. Charter. It does not respect or uphold 
fundamental human rights or freedoms. In 
fact, it is dedicated to the disregarding of these 
rights and freedoms in accordance with Marxist 
teaching and practice. Due process of law is 
unknown in China today. Instead justice is 
distributed by mobs at mock trials. The verdict 
of the Court results in the immediate execution 
or imprisonment of the victim. The funda- 
mental law of the Communist Government of 
China is completely at variance with the pro- 
fessed principles adopted by the United Nations. 

The primary and undisguised purpose of the 
Chinese Communist Party is to extend the 
revolution beyond the mainland of China to 
the rest of Asia and ultimately in conjunction 
with the Communist international apparatus, 
to extend it to the whole world. Mao J'se-tung, 
himself, has declared that his government's 
policy is to give active support to what he calls 
the ‘‘ national independence and _ liberation 
movements in countries in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America.’’ Lin Shao-chi, who recently 
received the somewhat decorative post of 
Chairman of the Chinese People’s Republic, 
hassaid: ‘‘ The most fundamental and common 
duty of the Communist Party members 1s to 
establish Communism and transiorm the present 
world into a Communist world.’ In the light 
of these clear and explicit statements, ampli- 
fying as they do Communist theory and practice, 
to permit the government of Red China into 
the United Nations would be to present it with 
enormous power, prestige and influence and 
thus facilitate the achievement of the Marxist 
aim of a world Communist State. 


LATELY DECEASED 
Readers’ prayers are asked for the following : 


Very Rev. James Canon O’Daly 
Patrick Greene Rose Feeney 
Mary Mulcahy Agnes Cavanagh 
Mathleen McGinley Mary J. Fitzpatrick 
Patrick Kearns Catherine Doherty 
James Finegan Charles Mooney 
Edward Meegan 
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FORUM OF THE PASSION—CO 


THE FOOD 


‘“9F anybody had told me four months ago 
EL that I’d be standing here talking to you 
tonight, I wouldn’t have believed them.” 
The speaker was Mrs. Clancy from the new 
housing scheme in Greenvale village. As she 
stood on Fr. Joachim’s right, facing the 
members of tonight’s Passion Forum meeting, 
she looked just what she was—a hard working 
mother with a large family that went up in 
steps from little Mary, who had made her First 
Communion last Corpus Christi, to John who 
was going to be married next month. Mrs. 
Clancy’s hair was greying; she was very 
plainly dressed, for she hadn't time to study 
the latest fashions nor money to follow them ; 
the toil and struggle of providing for her family 
had left many a wrinkle on her brow. But 
there was an unmistakable sense of purpose 
and achievement about her, a look of peace 
and contentment on her kindly face: she gave 
you the impression of knowing exactly what 
she was about and of doing it as well as she 
could. She was in fact just one among dozens 
of Catholic mothers in Greenvale, who saw 
God's designs working through them; who in 
their own quiet way gave of their best to home 
and family, forgetful of self and of their own 
comfort, anxious only to do well the important 
work God had confided to them. 

“ If anybody had told me four months ago 
that I'd be standing here talking to you tonight 
I wouldn't have believed them. But when Fr. 
Joachim came to me a few weeks ago and said 
that housewives should have their say on 
IHE Forum and that the Sacrament chosen 
for tonight’s meeting was something we should 
be well able to talk about, I began to get 
interested. Fr. Joachim explained that we 
were going to talk about Holy Communion 
tonight, and he showed how no one should be 
better able to talk about this great Sacrament 
than the mother of a family. NKemembering 
then how ever part of the parish was doing its 
bit at our Forum meetings, I plucked up courage 
and here I am! 


e: HY did Fr. Joachim immediately think 
of housewives when he was looking for 


NDUCTED BY FR. CYRIL, C.P. 


YOU NEED 


a speaker tonight ? Well a mother spends halt 
her life thinking about food—planning meals, 
buying food, cooking food, serving food, 
cleaning up after meals. And doesn’t she know 
better than anyone that a family needs good 
food, well cooked and as much as she can give 
of it? If husband or child goes off his food, 
she’s worried—and she has cause to be, because 
a man can’t do a hard day’s work if he’s not 
eating well; no child can grow up strong and 
fight off illness without careful nourishing. 


‘“ And what's true of the body is equally true 
in its own way of the soul. Our souls need food 
too. Weve heard already at our Forum meet- 
ings how Baptism makes us into one great 
family—God’s family—in which we all begin 
to live with the lie of God's own Son. By 
BAPTISM were born Gods SONS’ AND 
DAUGHTERS, younger brothers and sisters of 
Christ. We've heard too how God helps us to 
GROW UP in our new life through CONFIRMATION, 
so that we become full living images of His 
son. Last month we saw how CONFESSION 
heals the DISEASE of sin when it threatens or 
even destroys Christ's life and hkeness in our 
souls. But it’s not enough to be born children 
of God and to grow up and to be cured of our 
sicknesses: all the time we need nourishment 
as well, to preserve and strengthen the Christ- 
life that’s in us. And God gives us this 
NOURISHMENT, God PROVIDES FOooD for His 
world-wide family, in the Sacrament of HoLty 
COMMUNION. 


sh Hel* Communion is the greatest of all 

the Sacraments. God as He was, Our 
Lord could have given us nothing greater than 
the Blessed Sacrament, because this Sacrament 
contains not only His gifts to us: it contains 
Himself, whole and entire. That’s what St. 
John means when he’s describing the Last 
Supper and says that Our Saviour ‘ having 
loved his own who were in the world, loved 
them UNTO THE END. Holy Communion is as 
it were one of the ways in which Our Lord has 
exhausted the last ounce of the love of His 
sacred Heart on us. 
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‘In giving us Himself in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, we might have expected Our Lord to 
choose some very costly materials to contain 
His Precious Body and Blood. But instead, 
Our Lord chose Foop and very ordinary food 
at that—common bread and everyday wine. 
Our Lord chose these things, because the 
Blessed Sacrament like all the other Sacraments 
is His s1cn—a sign that shows us the kind of 
erace He wants to give us in it, and which 
actually gives us that grace every time we 
receive it worthily, with no serious sin on our 
souls. What Our Lord actually did at the last 
Supper was this: He took bread into His 
hands, and changed it into His sacred Body ; 
He took a cup of wine, and changed it into His 
Precious Blood. But after that change took 
place, He left the appearances, the outward 
cloak so to speak, of the bread and wine to be 
the containers of His Body and Blood. And so, 
although it is Our Lord Himself, whole and 
entire, that we receive in Holy Communion, 
(with His Body and Blood are always present 
His soul and His divinity : body, blood, soul 
and divinity can never be separated, now that 
Our Lord has risen gloriously from the dead) ; 
yet in this Sacrament we receive Him under 
the SIGN OF FOOD. 


= i> giving us Holy Communion, therefore, 

Our Lord wanted us to know that He would 
come to us Himself in this great Sacrament 
10 NOURISH and STRENGTHEN and PRESERVE 
His life in our souls. He makes it all so clear 
in a sermon He preached when He was prom- 
ising fo give us the Blessed Sacrament. And 
He warns us in the same sermon HOW MUCH 
WE NEED Him in Holy Communion as the 
spiritual food of our souls. That's why the 
Church insists that we receive this Sacrament 
at least once a year during the Easter season. 
Here are Our Lord’s own words about Holy 
Communion : 


“*] aM THE BREAD OF LIFE...l1 am the 
LIVING BREAD which came down from heaven. 
If any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
forever; and the bread that I will give, is my 
flesh, for the life of the world... Amen, 
amen I say unto you: EXCEPT YOU EAT THE 
FLESH OF THE SON OF MAN, AND DRINK HIS 
BLOOD, YOU SHALL NOT HAVE LIFE IN YOU. 
He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, HATH EVERLASTING LIFE: AND I WILL 
RAISE HIM UP IN THE LAST DAY... He that 
eateth me, the same also shall live by me. [his 
is the bread that came down from heaven... 
He that eateth this bread, shall LIVE FOR EVER.’ 


“ WAVERYTHING therefore that ordinary 

4 food and drink do for our bodies, the 
spiritual food of Holy Communion does for 
souls. When we eat ordinary food, a wonderful 
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UNION takes place: we CHANGE the food into 
our bodies, we make it part of ourselves ; and 
that’s how it’s able to nourish us, to give us 
new energy, to make us strong and healthy. 
When we receive the spiritual food of Holy 
Communion, the same kind of thing happens 
—only instead of our changing this food into 
ourselves, it’s Our Lord in Holy Communion 
who CHANGES US into more genuine likenesses 
of Himself, into younger brothers and sisters 
that He can be proud of. He UNITES US 
intimately with Himself, He makes us ONE 
with Him: and in doing that He drives out 
of our hearts everything that might come 
between Him and us; He banishes thoughts 
and affectioris, plans and ambitions that are 
not in keeping with his: He puts in their 
place His thoughts, His plans and ambitions 
for us, and He shares with us His strength 
and the love of His Sacred Heart. That's what 
He means when He says: ‘ He that eateth 


my flesh, and drinketh my blood, ABIDETH IN 


ME AND I IN HIM. 


‘United so intimately to Our Lord in Holy 
Communion, we become more and more at 
home in God’s great family: we are bound 
more closely to God the Father and the Holy 
Ghost who live in our souls by grace; there's 
a growing sense of the union between us and 
Christ’s other brothers and sisters who are 
scattered throughout the world, every one of 
them a member of the Saviour’s great Mystical 
Body. As St. Paul puts it for his converts at 
Corinth: ‘ We, being many, are ONE BREAD, 
ONE BODY, all that partake of one bread. 


“ AS a result of these strong bonds that are 

forged in Holy Communion, the same 
kind of thing happens in our souls as happens 
in our bodies when they receive wholesome, 
nourishing food. With each Holy Communion, 
our souls receive NEW LIFE, NEW VIGOUR, 
FRESH ENERGY. When we receive this Sacra- 
ment frequently and regularly, it becomes 
much easier to love God with our whole hearts, 
to serve Him with all our strength, to avoid the 
death-germs of sin. It becomes much easier 
too to love our neighbour with the love that 
Christ has planted in our hearts: were more 
ready and more generous in forgiving injuries, 
in helping others at the cost of sacrifice to 
ourselves; it becomes natural to pray for all 
the needs of the Church throughout the world. 


‘There was never more talk than there is 
nowadays about diets and vitamins and calories. 
Everyone seems to be worrying about getting 
proper food in proper quantity. What a tragedy 
it would be if we allowed ourselves to be more 
concerned about the material food which 
preserves the life of our bodies—a life that 
must some day die—than about the spiritual 


Continued on page 148 


PATRICK FAHY 


HOW 
NOT 
TO 
PRAY 


PyAHERE are very vew subjects on which | 
can claim to be an expert. Nevertheless, and 
with due modesty, I can say that I have 

attained to a high standard of proficiency in 

the Art and Craft of Non-Praying. 

Like many of my fellow experts, some of 
whom are possibly reading this, I have tried 
to become less efficient at it, but it is very hard 
to unlearn the tricks of any trade, especially 
such a congenial one. 

The best trick in the bag of the skilful 
Non-Prayer is Distraction. I can recommend 
Distractions enthusiastically because, quite 
often, they come unbidden and you can quietly 
enjoy them in the knowledge that they are 
Not Your Fault. You can also occupy your 
mind with the philosophical thought that ev en 
the greatest Saints have become Distracted 
at times—which thought in itself isa Distraction. 
However, subleties of this order are not recom- 
mended for Beginning Non-Prayers and if you 
are not already an expert it would be wiser to 
concentrate on that most fruitful source of 
Distractions—Fellow Worshippers. 

Almost anyone at all will do. There is the 
man kneeling in front who keeps clattering 
his Beads against the seat when he shifts gears, 
so to speak, to go on to the next decade. There 


is the persistent cougher who nearly always 
manages to kneel beside you and the persistent 
sniffler who nearly always manages to kneel 
behind you. But these are only common-or- 
garden Distractors; good enough to practice 
on, as it were, until the real thing comes along. 


VERY high up on the list is the little girl in 

the seat in front of you who gazes solemnly 
and steadily into your face all through Mass. 
I cannot wholeheartedly recommend this as 
a Distraction ; it is a quite genuine one and is _ 
of immense value to Non-Prayers, but it is too 
nerve-shattering to be altogether comfortable. 


It’s not too bad up to the First Gospel when 
you still have some hope that the unblinking 
blue orbs will eventually direct their attention 
elsewhere. But, when everybody has settled 
into his seat and she immediately reassumes 
her absorbed examination of your handsome 
features, you begin to feel, if you are anything 
like me, a little hot under the collar. It’s no 
use covering your face with your hand and 
pretending to be sunk in meditation; you 
know quite well her placid gaze hasn’t altered 
its direction by a millimetre and when you 
come up for air ten minutes later, she will still 
be inspecting you without either curiosity or 
admiration. Whispered admonitions have 
absolutely no effect except that, perhaps, she 
may put all her fingers in her mouth to give 
her solace in her vigil. 


I once tried shock tactics. In desperation, 
I put my face close to that of my beauteous 
tormentor and hissed like a snake. Her reaction 
was immediate if not altogether satisfactory ; 
she cried loudly and bitterly all through Mass. 
In the intervals of comforting her, her mother 
kept looking back reproachfully at me and the 
people kneeling on either side of me moved 
ostentatiously away. 


, DISTRACTOR of a different type is The 
Whistler, who may be of any age or sex. 
He is never distracted himself and he prays 
vehemently and continuously. He enunciates 
his prayers Clearly in a sibilant whisper and 
he has no trouble in remembering them. Every 
now and then the sibilance increases its sharp- 
ness and develops into a tiny but perfectly 
audible whistle. The really nerve-wracking 
thing is that it is impossible to predict the 
timing of the next whistle with any accuracy. 
There may be three whistles in the Apostles’ 
Creed and then you wait anxiously through a 
whole decade without reward; just as you 
have resigned yourself to their loss he breaks 
into a perfect fusillade of whistles. Mind you, 
The Whistler is always a very devout person 
and most attentive to his prayers but nobody 
else in his vicinity is. 
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Then there are the Anticipators. These are 
the people who break into the Holy Mary 
before the priest is half way through the Hazl 


' Mary and, if you are not firmly bent on being 


a Non-Prayer, they can drive you datt. The 
point about being an Anticipator is that, while 
you are part of a chorus, you are also an 
individual actor. Admittedly, you are well 
into your stride, in common with your fellow 
Anticipators, before the ordinary hum-drum 
prayer, who is content to wait on the priest, 
has even started; but you neither begin nor 
end at the same time as the other Anticipators. 
Some people have this developed to a fine art 
and it is impossible to tell at what part of the 
preliminary exhalation—which 1s a vital part 
of every Anticipator’s equipment—the word 
Hail or Holy as the case may be, really starts. 
It is quite possible to say the Rosary in a 
Church full of Anticipators without ever hearing 
the Holy Name because, no matter which 
part of the Angelical Salutation they say, the 
Anticipators successfully drown It out. I can 
only admire the charity of the priesthood in 
that I have never heard any of them refer to 
their sufferings in this regard. 


ig would not be fair to Non-Prayers to conitine 
my remarks merely to Distractions. Un- 
doubtedly they are very useful aids, but they 
are not the only ones. 

There are, for instance, Excuses. It 1s here 


that the individual art of the expert Non-Prayer 


reaches its greatest creative heights. [I am 
strongly tempted to quote some brilliant gems 
of my own and I only refrain from doing so 
because I know that greater experts will look 
upon them with pity and scorn. The criterion 
of The Excuse is that it must be a valid one ; 
it must be true—and you must know in your 
heart that it is one. Given these conditions, 
there is no reason why you should not become 
adept with practice. 

A very elevated form of prayer, we are told, 
is Meditation. It is also the finest weapon in 
the Non-Prayer’s armoury. This time, I insist 
on giving an example because a flat description 
of its subleties is impossible—though some of 
Saints had a remarkably good try at it. 

Finding the old brain fairly active one 
evening—pride always goes before a fall—l 
resolved to say.a perfect Rosary. This is harder 
than you think and if you don’t believe me, 
try it. The ideal way is to say the prayers 
slowly and reverently, while meditating deeply 
on the Mystery attached to the decade; how- 
ever, you know that as well as I do. 

It was Sunday evening and I started off on 
the Glorious Mysteries in great style. At the 
very first Mystery, The MJesurrection, my 
attention was caught by the figure of the 
sentry at the Tomb. Who was he, anyway ? 
What happened him afterwards? Was he 
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flogged for dereliction of duty ? Or executed ° 
What sort of a life did he lead ? 


| Pecos most people who write I suffer from 
a, vivid imagination and I really put that 
poor man through the hoops. [I had him brawl- 
ing in the taverns of Jerusalem; dying a 
martyr; living an unrepentant pagan. it 
turned him into an Irishman and had him 
bring the message of Christ’s death to Conor 
MacNessa: the message that so incensed the 
King that he dropped dead from the strength 
of his fury—and, of course, the famous brain- 
ball. I put him into a modern setting and made 
him stand trial, and tell his fabulous story, 
in a bare Guard-room before a bemonicled 
Officer. I had a great time with him altogether 
and I wouldn’t be finished with him yet except 
that my wife kept plucking at my sleeve and 
whispering that Benediction was over and was 
I thinking of coming home? 

I hate to finish this article on a sad note, but 
I must warn my fellow Non-Prayers that none 
of them can ever expect to reach perfection. 
There will alwavs be the occasion when it 1s 
impossible not to pray. It may be an occasion 
of great joy or one of danger. It may even be 
a time of agonising physical pain when all the 
gasping lips can utter is ‘“ All for Thee.” 

No matter what you do it is impossible to 
avoid praying at times like these. Thank God, 
the art of Non-Praying comes none too easily 
to the children of St. Patrick. 


LIFE OF BLESSED OLIVER 
PLUNKET— Revised Version 


a. June ’59 issue of the ULSTER 
Z PROTESTANT reached unbelievable heights 
of error and distortion. It is sad—to say the 
least —-that monstrous fables should be 
launched upon the public and accepted by 
some as truth. 

The astonishing paragraphs from the ULSTER 
PROTESTANT reprinted here were quoted in 
the IRISH NEWS: 


“| .On the same date another function 
was being held in Crossmaglen, Co. Armagh, 
when a memorial park was being opened in 
honour of Oliver Plunket... 

“May we remind our readers about this 
infamous Oliver Plunket. He was a secret 
Envoy from the Irish Republican Provisional 
Government, led by De Valera and Co. Three 
weeks before the 1916 Easter Rebellion broke 
out, the Pope gave Oliver Plunket his Apostolic 
Benediction, and yet Britain had an Envoy 
in Rome at the very time! 

‘*T told the Pope all about the coming of 
the Rebellion and he gave me his Apostolic 
Benediction,’ said Count Plunket.” 


Doesn’t it seem that the rule which obliges all 
eonverts to make a general confession of their whole 


life. ..is a very harsh one. It is so difficult for 
an adult, especially if he is advanced in years, to 
remember everything ....—K.H. (Somerset). 
There is no ‘rule’ obliging al/ converts to make 
a general confession. It depends on the status of 
the convert in question. In this matter, everything 
revolves around the question of Baptism. Every 
convert falls into one of three categories: (1) The 
_prospective convert has already been baptised 
validly ; (2) He has not been baptised validly ; 
(3) There is a doubt as to whether or not he has 
been baptised validly. In the first of these three 
cases, he must make a confession covering the 
period of his life since his baptism, and in the 
making of this confession the Lord will be well 
pleased if he exercises that care which he would 
use in the doing of some important work in every- 
day life. If he makes an honest effort to remember 
and tell his sins and to be sincerely sorry for them, 
he has done all that is required. If the prospective 
convert falls under the second category mentioned 
above, there is no question of confession at his 
reception into the Church, since Baptism removes 
not only original sin but all actual sins. If the third 
case be the one which applies to him, he will be 
baptised conditionally (“" lf thou art not baptised 
I baptise thee ...’’) by the priest who receives him 
into the Church. But lest his previous doubtful 
baptism was, in fact, valid, he will make a} confession 
of all his sins commutted since the time of that 


Baptism. 
@ ee 
In a discussion recently about the coming 


Oecumenical Council, I heard the expression‘ Branch 
Theory’ used. Will you please tell me what that 
means? [I think those who used it didn’t know 
themselves !—‘ Gael’ (Dublin). 

The Branch Theory contends that the Catholic 
Church consists of three branches: the Anglican, 
the Orthodox and the Roman Catholic—three 
distinct branches joined together as in a tree. Ihe 
Roman Catholic Church, which does not subscribe 
to this theory points out that she herself is the one 
true Church founded by Christ on the Rock of 
Peter. She is the one guardian and interpreter of 
the revealed truth given her by Christ. Needless 
to remark, the Roman Catholic Church hopes and 
prays that the Anglican and Orthodox Churches 
which hold so many doctrines in common with 
Rome, will be reunited to the Holy See and accept 
the primacy of the Holy Father as successor of St. 
Peter and Vicar of Christ. 


What is the difference between an Apostolic 


Nunecio and an Apostolic Delegate >—' Curious ’ 
(Co. Wicklow). 


j 

An Apostolic Nuncio is the recognised repre- 
sentative of the Vatican to a national government. 
The Holy See has Nuncios assigned to 43 govern- 
ments. The Nuncio handles affairs between the 
Holy See and the government, and watches over 
the Church’s spiritual mission in the country. An 
Apostolic Delegate has no diplomatic standing. He 
merely represents the Pope in a particular country, 
and watches over matters affecting the Church. 


A friend of mine who, people say, cures certain 
diseases, uses a particular prayer for the purpose. 
This prayer is not indulgenced by the Church, but 
he claims that it produces wonderful results. Is 
this superstition ?—' Corkonian.’ 


Without knowing the words of the prayer, we 
cannot offer a satisfactory reply. If they involve 
anything untrue, undignified or ridiculous—as is 
often the case in prayers composed by enthusiastic 
individuals—the practice is, of course, superstitious 
and must be discontinued. The same must be said 
if the persons concerned attribute an infallible 
efficacy to the special form of invocation used. 
They are going beyond the lmits sanctioned by 
revelation and the teaching of the Church. Apart 
from these conditions, there is nothing to be said 
against the practice. The efficacy of prayer is not 
lessened by the fact that the same formula is always 
employed. 


We say that the Church is One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic. What exactly do we mean by saying that 
the Church is ‘ One’ ?—' Recent Exile.’ 

In that excellent little book, ‘ Christ in Us,’ there 
is a brief yet very satistactory answer to your 
question. Here it is: © When we say the Church 
is one we mean that: 

All the members of the Mystical Body believe 

the same doctrines. 

All accept the same sources of life, the seven 
Sacraments. 

All worship together in the sacrifice of the 
Mystical Body, the Mass. 

All submit to the same divine authority, that of 
Christ the Head, who rules the Body through 
the visible head, our Holy Father the Pope, and 
the bishops who are in communion with him.’’ 


Who administers the sacrament of Matrimony ? 
I hold one view: some of my friends hold the 
opposite. Perhaps you will decide ?>—C.B.O’D. 
(Co. Louth). : 


The bride and groom administer the sacrament 
to each other. Thus, the first gift they bestow upon 
each other as man and wife isthe gift of divine life. 
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A TESTAMENT 
These paragraphs, taken from THE 
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC NEWSLETTER, pro- 
vide a noble testament from -the lips of a 
noble son of Ireland, Archbishop Mannix 
of Melbourne : 


Archbishop Mannix, of Melbourne, celebrated his 
95th birthday quietly this year during a vacation 
at Portsea, Victoria, but permitted a special telecast 
by, Melbourne stations. 


The Archbishop said, in the television interview, 
that he had many things for which he should be 
deeply grateful to God. ‘ I do not refer particularly 
to my length of years, because that may be, after 
all, a somewhat controversial subject. There are 
many people, I am sure—and I am more or less 1n 
agreement with them—who think that I have lived 
too long.’’ 


His Grace stated that he was grateful he had 
been born in Ireland and had inherited the ancient 
faith and a love of freedom and tolerance, that he 
had been posted to Australia, which he had seen 
erow into a great nation with great achievements 
in the past and boundless prosperity in the future, 
and that he was sent to Melbourne, where he had 
spent many happy years. 


‘In my long life I have seen almost constant war; 
and in the evening of my life I find myself in a 
world threatened with another war, more tragic 
than any we have ever seen before, because the 
struggle now is not merely for wealth or possessions 
or opportunities of trade, it is a struggle for the 
minds of the people. It is a struggle to deprive 
them of their freedom and to degrade them. There 
are forces at work trying not only to dethrone their 
Creator but, if possible, to blot out His name the 
world over,’’ he said. 


Dr. Mannix said that the problem was not merely 
a political question and that it was not his view 
that it should be left to the politicians; it was 
something that made an impact upon every 
Christian worthy of the name. 


‘“Therefore, in my closing days, when my 
efficiency is very small, I am determined, like every 
sincere Christian, whether he be a bishop or a baker, 
to do my part, small though it may be, to see that 
the Christian faith in Almighty God triumphs in 
the years that are to come.” 
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EUTHANASIA 
In the pages of the U.S. CATHOLIC 
STANDARD AND TIMES we found this biting 
commentary on the horrible wound which 
men inflict on themselves when they try to 
get along without God: 


Today we have more counsellors, psychologists 
and psychiatrists, probing into the personal diffi- 
culties of our citizens, than ever before. Maladjust- 
ments in human living can be laid to physical and 
mental illness, but one may wonder whether there 
is not operative in many cases the abysmal failure 
not to have known, or to have completely disre- 
garded, adequate religious training and practice. 


The rugged individualist may be a successtul 
businessman, and a millionaire, but he can also be 
an abysmal personal failure, without knowledge 
or fear of God, and without understanding of the 
true meaning of life. It is God alone Who gives life, 
and He alone provides it with purpose and meaning. 


Perhaps it is time for Americans to realize that 
when God is ruled out, nothing is sacred, not even 
human life. And so the strutting individual who 
could not light the candle of life, and did not keep 
it burning, has the audacity to snuff it out. The 
blindness of human arrogance ! 


REVERTING TO TYPE 
This UNIVERSE news-item is really not 
news. It merely stresses the eternal conflict 
between Christ and anti-Christ : 


Pope John XXIII, now half way through the first 
year of his pontificate, has been a disappointment 
to one section of the population—the Communists. 

At one time they had high hopes of him. At 
his election the Communist press treated him 
remarkably gently. They pointed to his descent 
from a family of working farmers and commented 
on his apparent aloofness from politics. 


Vatican officials recently told some newspaper- 
men that a few months previously a secret directive 
had gone out from Communist headquarters in 
Italy telling their newspapers to “lay off’? the Pope. 

But now they compare him with the late Holy 
Father—as an implacable foe of Communism. 
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The reason ? The recent decree of the Holy See 
forbidding Catholics to vote for individuals or 
parties, even if labelled Christian, that collaborated 
with the Communists. 


TABLE TALK 


Human interest stories about our present 
Holy Father abound: Here’s yet another— 
we came across it in a recent issue of [HE 
SIGN : 


An important feast day was approaching. Pope 
John was seen taking a walk through some Vatican 
offices. He quietly slipped into the office of an old 
monsignor and said : 


‘TI ask you with all my heart for a favour. Would 
you do me a great honour ¢ ’ 

The monsignor was surprised and even dumb- 
founded but answered, ‘ Yes, Your Holiness.’ 

The Pope said, ‘I have no one to have dinner 
with me on the coming feast day. Would you do 
me the honour of sitting at my table—just the two 
of us?’ 


And so it came that the old prelate and the Pope 
dined together in the private papal apartment and 
no one in the outside world has ever known this 
touching tale. 

Few, of course, do not know that the Pope went 
to jail for seventy minutes—a Christmas visit to 
Rome’s prison, © Regina Coeli ’? (Queen of Heaven, 
so named because a church by that name was first 
built underneath the present structure). I had the 
occasion to question some young koman Com- 
munists about the Pope’s visit to the prisoners. 
They openly admitted that the announcement 
threw actual penic into the party leaders and an 
emergency meeting of the Red leaders was called 
in Rome. What to do about this Pope ? 


BISHOP OF EDEN! 

A quaint belief among the Aymara Indians 
of Bolivia found its way into the news 
recently when the new Prelature of Coroico 
was erected by the Holy See. We quote 
from THE STANDARD: 


A Bishop consecrated on July 14 will serve as 
Ordinary of the Garden of Paradise. 

At least, that’s how natives of the area refer to 
the new independent Prefecture of Coroico, Bolivia, 
which will be directed by Bishop Manning, O.F.M., 
after his consecration. 

The designation as Garden of Paradise is given 
to the area by the Aymara Indians, who make up 
the majority of the population. 

Indian tradition has it that the first man and 
woman and the first human speech originated 
there. They believe also that the town of Sorata 
near the bottom of 21,000-foot Mount Ilampu, is 
the site of the original Eden. 


The Indian tradition also claims that the language 
spoken by the parents of the human race is the 
same as that spoken by the Aymara tribe today. 

The Aymaras were converted to Catholicism in 
the 16th century. 


BACK-BREAKING 

You’ve hard work to do, did you say ? 
No doubt you have, but doesn’t it seem a 
little less back-breaking when compared 
with the super-human toil of the Curé of 
Ars. In a recent issue of THE FAR EAST, we 
came across this account of the Curé’s daily 
schedule : 


In these crowded days he heard confessions for 
as many as sixteen hours in summer, and about 
eleven in winter, when the throngs were less. After 
the four hours of sleep which he allowed himself he 
would rise at one o’clock, cross to the church, and 
ring the Angelus bell, to announce that he was 
ready to start. He would always find a waiting 
crowd. From this hour, with breaks only for his 
Mass, the saying of his breviary, his meals, and 
midday rest, the confessions would go on, till, after 
evening Rosary, the church was closed at nine 
o’clock. As a rule, he would take penitents in their 
turn. But he had a supernatural insight, not only 
into the souls of sinners, but also into the needs of 
those who could not wait. Lest such a soul should 
escape him he could often be seen stepping out ot 
the confessional and calling someone from the 
crowd, ‘‘ You sir, (or madam) are unable to wait ; 
come now.” Or again, one day he sent someone to 
‘set a lady who is at the back of the church to 
come to me.” She could not be found. He sent the 
messenger again—‘‘run quickly, she is in front of 
such a house in the village.’’ She was going away 
disappointed, for she could wait no longer. Once 
he said, in his compassion for sinners, “‘I wish I 
could make their confessions for them,’”’ and he 
often proved with sinners who were reluctant to 
come to confession that he knew their souls. He 
would mention some place or time to such a one, 
to reveal that he knew the secrets of his soul. 


THOSE EXCUSES 
The subject of excuses is as ancient as 
that of human nature’s weakness. In the 
pages of INFORMATION we came across this 
new angle on an old theme: 


It is said that Lord Kitchener of England once 
was approached by a subordinate officer with an 
array of excuses for failure to obey orders. Kitchener 
patiently heard the man’s recital, and then said : 
“ Your reasons for not doing it are the best I ever 
heard; now go and do it!” 

Some people have been known to stay awake all 
night thinking up excuses for not doing things they 
ought to do. The prize excuse was offered during 
the trial of a man charged with wife-beating. A 
neighbour was called as a witness for the prosecu- 
tion. He described the blows in detail and the wite’s 


helplessness. 
In astonishment the judge turned to the witness 
and asked: ‘‘ Do you mean for the court to under- 


stand that you stood by and saw this man strike 
the poor woman again and again ? ”’ 

‘“Ves. I saw it all.” - 

‘And you made no effort to interfere ? ” 

‘“ T couldn’t.”’ 

‘Why not ? ” 

‘““T was filling my pipe.” 
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BARRY O’ROURKE presents 
this portrait of 


a prodigal 
daughter 
Here are hope and comfort 


for parents of wayward 
children 


IT was in the August of 1842, when a golden 
sun was smiling on the hills and valleys of 
Southern France, that a girl of some sixteen 

summers was seen wandering wearily along the 

road towards the town of Valence. Two kindly 
ladies who took pity on her weariness made 
bold enough to inquire who she was and where 
she was going. But the only intelligible word 
that fell from the girl’s lips was “‘ Marseilles, © 
and all the other phrases that accompanied it 
meant absolutely nothing to either of the 
women. | 

It seemed inhuman to let the girl go her way 
unaided: so, after a hasty consultation, the 
two women decided to take her to the parish 
priest of the place. No sooner was the young 
wanderer ushered into the curé’s presence than 
she repeated the word ~ Marseilles,’’ and to 
all the other questions put to her she replied 
in a language which he had never heard before. 

Had the girl friends in Marseilles? It was 
possible that she had—else why should she 
continue to harp on the name—so the good 
priest paid the necessary expenses to send her 
to her destination, and he dispatched a letter 
to the Lord Mayor of the town, asking him to 
do everything in his power to trace her relatives. 


BY all the efforts which the Lord Mayor 
could make to unearth some news of the 
girl’s friends or relatives proved utterly useless. 
Nobody in Marseilles had ever heard of her, 
prior to the curé’s letter of introduction. So 
the question naturally arose: what was to 
become of the wanderer ° 

The story soon hit the headlines, and a certain 
Russian countess travelled all the way to 
Marseilles to see if the girl were of Russian 
origin. But it soon became evident that the 
language the waif spoke was one which the 
philologists of Marseilles could not understand. 
It might be Romany ; but it was certainly not 
Russian. 

Disappointed, the countess was about to 
make her way back to Moscow; but on the 
morning of her departure the girl threw herself, 
in a paroxysm of weeping, at her feet, and with 
wildly-gesticulating hands besought her not 
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to leave her. The countess had pity on the 
abandoned creature, and, taking her to Paris, 
sent her to an exclusive school in the French 
capital. 

But, as the weeks went by, it became only 
too clear that the girl was merely using the 
countess to her own advantage. With disgust 
in her heart the countess proceeded to disown 
her; yet, before making her way back to 
Russia, she entrusted her to the care of the 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart in the Rue de 
Varennes. To the Reverend Mother she 
expressed the hope that the nuns might succeed. 
where she herself had so miserably failed. 


T was when the girl became a boarder in the 
convent-school that she received the name 
of Julia—a name that was destined to remain 
with her for the rest of her life. Within a few 
months she was able to converse in French, 
and the Sisters naturally hoped that they 
might be able to elicit some information as to 
her past life. But Julia had either an over-vivid 
imagination or else she had the unhappy knack 
of being able to spin a false yarn. For on no 
two occasions did she give the same account. 
At one time she maintained that her father was 
a fabulously-wealthy Turk and that her mother 
was the daughter of a Persian chieftain. At 
another time she declared that she was the 
child of gypsy parents. And then again she 
would try to give the impression that she was 
just an ordinary child who had been abandoned 
by her cruel parents. 

Julia was in due course baptized, and 
received her first Holy Communion. The Nuns 
were gentle and considerate ; yet, as the years 
slipped by, she repaid their goodness with 
insolence and contempt. And in the end her 
behaviour became so dreadful that the Reverend 
Mother felt compelled to write to the Superior- 
General, asking her whether or not the girl 
should be expelled. 

The Superior-General at that time was the 
Foundress of the Order, Mother Madeleine 
Sophie Barat, and with the charity of a saint 


‘she urged the Reverend Mother to put up with 


Julia’s misdemeanours and to lead her to God 
both by word and example. Not content with 
giving this piece of advice, Mother Darat 
herself visited the Convent of the Sacred Heart 
in the Rue de Varennes and did her level-best 
to ennoble the pupil’s heart and uplift her mind. 


NHERE were times when Julia's behaviour 
seemed to suggest that she was possessed by 

a legion of devils. She would curse and swear 
and take the Holy Name in vain. She would 
smash windows and kill birds for the mere sake 
of doing what she knew to be forbidden. Yet 
Mother Barat never once lost her patience with 
the girl, and a certain nun has put on record 
that she “‘ often saw Julia in one of those terrible 


passions run to the Superior-General and grow 
calm beside her, just as a child whose clothes 
were on fire might run to its mother to 
extinguish the flames.’’ 

It was not possible for Mother Barat to 
remain long in that particular convent; but, 
no matter where she might be or how busy she 
was, she never let the memory of Julia fade 
from her mind. At least two hundred letters 
from her pen were sent to the girl, instructing, 
counselling, guiding. 

In 1845 Julia was sent with a view to study- 
ing the art of painting to the Convent of the 
Sacred Heart in Beauvais, and from this 
convent she wrote to the Superior-General, 
intimating that she was tired of education and 
that she craved for the excitement of the out- 
side world. She sought to vent her spleen on 
the Sisters who were teaching her and even 
ventured to heap the odium of her lies upon 
their innocent heads, 


f Bete thought that her protege could pen 
* such a letter pained Mother Barat more than 
she could say, and she made no effort to conceal 
the fact from Julia. 

‘* Your letter pained me, dear child,” was her 
reply, ‘‘ for it showed how proud, revengeful, 
and headstrong you are—so unlike Our Blessed 
Lord Who has been so good to you. You are 
ungrateful, not only to us, but to Him. How 
unhappy your life will be, if you do not change. 
it and become more like a lamb of Christ’s 
tlock ! 

That Julia could paint was indisputable. 
She had an artist’s creative ability, and several 
of her pieces fetched reasonable prices in the 
French capital. So it did not cause her teachers 
undue surprise when she expressed a wish to 
go to the United States and become a com- 
mercial artist. 

It was with mixed feelings that Mother 
Barat received the news. On the one hand, 
she wanted Julia to be a success; on the other 
hand, she could not help harbouring the fear 
that the girl might lose her soul when she was 
alone on the winds of the world. 


‘HE accordingly wrote to the lJeverend 
Mother of the Convent at Manhattanville 
in New York, begging her to help Julia when 
she would be a stranger in that far-off country. 
But the young artist was only a few weeks in 
the States when she grew tired of the career 
which she had mapped out for herself. She 
sent a letter to Mother Barat, asking her to 
forward the money that would pay for her 
passage back to Europe. 

What was Mother Barat to do now ? Others 
less saintly would doubtless have allowed the 
girl to paddle her own canoe. Aiter all, Julia 
had been given countless opportunities to make 
good and she had neglected to use any of them. 
Was it right that she should continue to take 


ST. MADELEINE SOPHIE 
Protectress of the “‘ Prodigal Daughter ” 


advantage of the generosity and goodness of a 
saintly old woman ? 

After due consideration, Mother Barat 
decided to pay the girl’s passage home. But no 
sooner did Juha return to Europe than the 
nun wrote to her explaining that it was high 
time for her to think seriously about a means 
of livelihood. 

‘*T am old,”’ she declared, ““ and, when I am 
gone, who will look after you ? ” 

Later on she reminded the girl of the yet- 
more-important task of securing her eternal 
salvation. 

“You really must think of saving your 
soul,’’ she counselled. “ If you go on leading this 
idle, easy-going life, you will risk your eternity. 
Life is short; eternity is long...” 

N 1860 Julia married, and Mother Barat at 

first imagined that such a step would redound 
to the girl’s spiritual benefit. For the man she 
married was a fervent Catholic, and there 
seemed every possibility that he would succeed 
in leading the gir! to nobler and better things. 

But Julia drifted from bad to worse. She 
proved unfaithful to her marriage-vows. She 
developed into a confirmed drunkard. 

With tears in her eyes, Mother Barat tried 
to reason with her. 

‘‘ Your passions are driving you to destruc- 
tion,’ she affirmed. “ Have all these years, 
spent under the protection of the Sacred Heart, 
with so many blessings and graces, ended in 
these sad and disgraceful results? What will 

Continued on page 150 
[45 


+ 
+i 4 1 a, m 
J 
1 


. eine Pou Bl A] 
y a oe 


a 
4 


Of the great Franciscan, St. Bonaventure, it was said that he was 


“ELOQUENT vinow VANITY’ 


This tribute to one of the really 
great medieval figures 
comes from the pen of 


TADHG GAVIN, B.A. 


I. Bonaventure and St. Thomas Aquinas 
have much in common. To begin with, 
they were both friars: St. Bonaventure 
belonged to the Orders of Friars Minor; St. 
Thomas was a Dominican. In the second place, 
they were contemporaries and also co-students 
at the University of Paris. Both defended the 
cause of the friars when their respective Orders 
were attacked. And, while St. Thomas’s brow 
is encircled with the halo of ‘‘ Angelic Doctor,’’ 
that of St. Bonaventure is no less hallowed by 
the effulgence of yet another title. 

Yes, Bonaventure is the “ Seraphic Doctor ’”’ 
—one of the great lights of thirteenth-century 
Europe—and generally acknowledged as the 
second Founder of the Franciscan Order. 

It was at Bognorea near Viterbo in the 


heart of Italy that Bonaventure was born in 


the year 1221. At the age of seventeen he 
donned the coarse habit of a Franciscan novice, 
and soon proceeded to Paris to pursue a course 
in theology and philosophy. Before many 
months had elapsed, he had made a name for 
himself at the University ; and, when Thomas 
Aquinas met him there, he could not help 
inquiring where he got all his knowledge. 

Bonaventure pointed to the Crucifix which 
hung on the wall of his room. 


“ This is the source of all my knowledge,”’ 
he declared. “I study only Jesus and Him 
crucified.”’ 


ONAVENTURE had a _ delightful per- 
sonality. Whenever he entered a room, 
it seemed as if a window had suddenly been 
thrown open and that the warm rays of the 
golden sunshine had been allowed to stream 
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through. Alexander of Hales used to say of him 
that he “ seemed to be an angel in human form.”’ 


_ And Bonaventure himself used to say that he 


found life pleasant because he was constantly 
in the presence of his Lord and Master. 

‘ A spiritual joy,’ he would observe, “is 
the greatest sign of the divine grace dwelling 
in a soul.”’ 


In due course, Bonaventure was raised to the 
dignity of the sacred priesthood, and he was 
given the position of teacher in a school which 
was attached to one of the Franciscan friaries. 
In 1245, however, John de la Rochelle, Pro- 
lesser of theology and philosophy in the 
University of Paris, died; and Bonaventure 
was appointed to succeed him. He held this 
appointment for the next twelve years, and 
during that time he composed his famous 
Commentary on the Sentences of Peter the 
Lombard. 


ie was concerning this work that Pope Sixtus 
~ .IV declared that Bonaventure “ said such 
things on sacred science that the Holy Ghost 
would seem to have spoken by his mouth.”’ 


But there were not wanting those who cast 
envious glances in Bonaventure’s direction and 
who ventured to attack him in public. Among 
the foremost of these was a certain man by 
the name of William of St. Amour and he 
launched a campaign against both the Fran- 
ciscans and the Dominicans in a tract entitled 
The Perils of the Last Times.’’ Against this 
campaign Bonaventure launched a reply in the 
guise of a book entitled ‘“‘ The Poverty of 
Christ.’’ And the upshot of the discussion was 
that the Pope ordered the tract of William of 
st. Amour to be publicly burned as a sign of 
its official condemnation. 

One of Bonaventure’s great friends was 
Louis IX, the saintly king of France. For this 
royal personage he compiled an “‘ Office of the 
the Passion of Christ ’’’; and for the monarch’s 
sister, Isabella and the other Poor Clares at 
Lonchamps he drew up a Rule for their con- 
ventual life. 


q ,UITSTANDING scholar though Bonaventure 

might be, he never lost sight of the fact 
that there were things in life of far greater 
value than mere book-learning. Nor had he 
any time for those idealists who neglected to 
garner the graces of everyday trials and who 
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ENTRANCE TO ST. DAMIAN’S, ASSIS! 


constantly waited for a really big sacrifice to 
put in its appearance. 


‘’ The perfection of a religious man,’’ he used 
to say, ‘is to do common things in a perfect 
manner. A constant fidelity in small things 


is a great and heroic virtue.’ 


He maintained that it was good to be clever, 
but he maintained that it was infinitely better 
to love God—and that the power to dothis was 
within the reach of everybody. 


Can then a dull idiot love God as perfectly 
as a great scholar ? ’ the irrepressible Brother 
Giles once asked him. 


The reply which Brother Bonaventure gave 
him was most emphatic. 


‘A poor old woman,’ he averred, “ may 
love God more than the most learned master 
and doctor in theology.’’ 


Before he was thirty-six years’ old 
Bonaventure was appointed Minister-General 
of the Order of Friars Minor. Young though 
he was, he governed wisely and well, and 
before he had been long in office more than one 
was heard to opine that it was as if St. Francis 
was once more on earth. 


a3 


iB the year 1265 Pope Clement IV expressed 

the wish that he should become Archbishop 
of York; but Bonaventure, in his humility, 
pleaded to be excused this great distinction. 
Some eight years later, however, Pope Gregory 
X appointed him Cardinal-Bishop of Albano, 


and this time the gentle and unassuming 
Bonaventure was reluctantly compelled to 
accept the appointment. The story goes that, 
when the Papal messengers bearing the insignia 
of his high office arrived at the Franciscan 
friary of Mugello near Florence they found the 
scholarly son of St. Francis in the scullery, 
washing and wiping the dishes! 


‘““T well know my own incapacity,’ he 
ereeted them, “‘ but I also know that it is hard 
to kick against the goad. Therefore, I will 
take upon my weak shoulders this heavy—nay, 
this well-nigh unbearable—burden. I hope for 
help from Heaven, and I count on all the help 
your good-will can give me.” 


Shortly after this, Bonaventure set about 
writing a life of St. Francis. He called it “ The 
Greater Legend,’’ and once} when St. Thomas 
Aquinas saw him compiling the work, he 
observed that this was “ a saint writing about 
a saint.” 


To the fourteenth Oecumenical Council of 
the Church which was arranged to meet at 
Lyons in the summer of 1274, St. Bonaventure 
and Thomas Aquinas were invited. Thomas 
died on the way; but Bonaventure played a 
prominent part in the proceedings that followed. 


UT he was not destined to leave Lyons 
alive. On the evening of July 14th, he fell 
seriously ill. The Last Rites of the Church were 
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administered. And in the early hours of the 
following morning Bonaventure breathed his 
Jast. 


Countless were the numbers that attended 
his funeral, and at the graveside Peter of 
Tarentaise, a Dominican friar, delivered an 
oration that was as sincere as it was beautiful. 


‘No one ever beheld Bonaventure,’ he 
stated, ‘‘ who did not conceive a great regard 
and affection for him; and even strangers 
were desirous to follow his counsel and advice, 
simply from hearing him speak; for he was 
gentle, humble, courteous, pleasing to all, 
compassionate, prudent, chaste, and adorned 
with all virtues.” 


ig was a truism to say that Bonaventure was 

not really dead. True, his feet would no 
longer walk the earth, but the works which he 
had written remained, and would continue 
throughout the centuries to urge men on to 
erand and splendid endeavour. Apart from St. 
Thomas Aquinas, no theologian or writer of 
the period succeeded in leaving such a deep and 
lasting impression on the minds of his co- 
religionists. ~ 


‘‘His expressions are full of fire,’ is the 
comment of Trithemius, a scholarly Benedictine 
monk: ‘‘ they warm with divine love the souls 
of those who read them, while they fill their 
understanding with the most holy light..... 
He is profound in a few words, penetrating 
without curiosity, eloquent without vanity. 
His discourse is lofty without being bloated. 
Whoever would be both learned and devout, 
let him read the works of Bonaventure. ”’ 


‘* Whoever would be both learned and devout, 
let him vead the works of Bonaventure.” 


Adown the arches of many years the advice 


comes drifting towards us. And we would be 
well advised to heed that counsel and see in 
what ways we can apply to our own lives the 
thoughts and aims of the great Franciscan. 


THE FOOD YOU NEED 
(Continued from page 138) 


food of Holy Communion which nourishes the 
Christ-life in our souls—a life that is meant 
to last forever. 


‘It was never easier than it is these days 
to approach Holy Communion. No one is 
bound now to fast from midnight. We can 
take a drink of water any time before receiving. 
A full meal is allowed up to three hours before 
Holy Communion: anyone who wishes can 
take non-alcoholic liquids—tea, coffee, milk, 
ege-flips, thin soup and soon—up to one hour 
before receiving. Then there are the special 
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permissions for those who are sick or con- 
valescent : they may take any kind of medicine 
they need, and drink any kind of non-alcoholic 
liquid that’s a real help to them, right up to 
the time they receive Holy Communion. The 
late Holy Father has made it easy for everyone 
to ‘approach the altar rails regularly and 
frequently—night workers, parents with large 
families, the sick, those who live at a distance 
from church, all can now receive the Blessed 
Sacrament without any great hardship. If the 
all-important life of our souls remains under- 
nourished, undeveloped, anaemic, sickly, liable 
to the disease of sin: if we're not able to doa 
full day’s work for God as it should be done 
every day; it’s surely all our own fault! 


e | Gy every worthy and sincere Holy Com- 

munion, Our Lord gives us a foretaste of 
the joys of heaven, where sin cannot exist, 
where the blessed are united to God and to one 
another in a peace and harmony that can never 
be destroyed, that will go on forever. Living 
by the life that Our Lord gives us in this 
Sacrament means living already here on earth 
the life of heaven. ‘ He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, HATH EVERLASTING 
LIFE: AND I WILL RAISE HIM UP IN THE LAST 
DAY. That’s what the priest wishes for us each 
time he places the Blessed Sacrament on our 
tongues, for the prayer he says over us in the 
name of the Church, is this: ‘May the Body 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ keep thy soul unto 


life everlasting. Amen.’.” 


———— 
desiring to enter the Passionist 


Congregation this year should 


apply without delay to : 


Director of Vocations, 
Mount Argus, 
Dublin. 
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There are such things in the Soviet Union as 


UNIVERSITIES 
WITHOUT 
GOD 


This whimsical commentary is 


by J. BREIG 


HE Communists in the Soviet Union 
have opened their’ second university of 
atheism. If I were to speak facetiously 


for a moment, I might say that I’ve got half. 


a notion to apply for a job as professor. 

All I’d need would be a good textbook 
or two on the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
and I would be armed with more and better 
arguments against the existence of God than 
any Marxist ever thought up, or ever will 
think up. 


St. Thomas, I dare say, dealt with every 
rational objection to God’s existence of 
which the human mind is capable. 


Furthermore, St. Thomas, than whom no 
fairer man ever was born, stated each 
objection more clearly and forcefully than 
the objector himself could have stated it. 
Then, of course, he proceeded to demolish it. 


W HAT I am saying is this—the ablest, 

subtlest andmost convincing arguments 
for atheism were made centuries before Karl 
Marx ever drew breath, and were resound- 
ingly refuted. 

St. Thomas gave his opponents every 
courtesy. Indeed, his thinking was down- 
right knightly. You might say that he 
allowed the other fellow to get in the first 
blow every time. But St. Thomas came off 
so completely the winner that until com- 
munism came along, people who claimed to 
be atheists were curiosities—if not freaks. 
Now they are making themselves global 
nuisances and international nags. 


yy 


Observe that I did not refer to people who 
are atheists. I doubt that it is possible for 
anyone to be a fully convinced atheist for 
10 minutes at a stretch. The musty old» 
dogma that there is no God cannot hold the 
allegiance of the human reason for long. 
Indeed, I question whether it can find real 
lodgment in the mind at all. It comes from 
the desire, not from the intellect. As the 
Scriptures say, “ The fool has said in his 
heart, there is no God.” In his heart—not 
in his head. 


I JUST wonder whether the universities 

of atheism are anything of the kind at all. 
I’d like to see the curriculum. JDoes it 
include a thorough course on the arguments 
of St. Thomas for the existence of God? If 
not, how can the university be called a 
university of atheism ? No institution could 
claim any such title unless it faced squarely 
the Thomistic arguments and came up with 
some kind of convincing replies. 


This is precisely the trouble with com- 
munism—that it is bottomlessly ignorant. 
It says there is no God but it has never 
examined the question at all. It simply 
assumes and asserts,out of its own .absence 
of information on the subject, that God 
does not exist. 


HE religious institutions of learning do 
"face up to the case for godlessness. They 
develop every aspect of it to its fullest power, 
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and put it to the test of reason. Your 
ordinary Christian theologian knows more 
arguments for the non-existence of God than 
20 atheists know. But he also knows the 
case for God’s existence which the atheist 
almost invariably does not know. The 
believer has intelligence on his side; the 
non-believer has little but prejudice. 

But to get back to the curriculum, I 
observe that the university is under auspices 
of the Soviet Society for the Dissemination 
of Political and Scientific Knowledge, which 
is the successor of the old Atheist League— 
a more honest and less resounding name for 
the same thing. The sponsorship surely 
guarantees that the curriculum will be one 
long, dull thud. Politics cannot possibly 
have anything to do with the question of 
God’s existence ; and neither can materialist 
science, which is the only science the Soviets 
possess. 


CIENCE simply means knowledge. The 
Society for the Dissemination of Political 
Knowledge cannot be expected to have any 
knowledge of theology. And without the 
science of theology, how can an institution 
call itself an atheist university ? I am afraid 
Good Old Alma Mater A.U. is going to be a 
dreadful flop unless it gets some advice and 
guidance from the theologians. As a garden- 
variety amateur, allow me to offer some 
suggestions. 

There must be a full four-year course, to 
begin with, in The Philosophy of What’s 
the Use. The task of the professors will be to 
show students that there is some point in 
propagating atheism. I wish the professors 
joy; but I don’t think they'll find it. 

Fancy Prot. Ivanov Bogolov addressing 
his class: ‘“‘ Now, young men, as you have 
learned in these unhallowed halls of learning, 
you are merely animals. Oh, a rather highly 
developed type of beast, but beast. There 
is no purpose in your existing. You were 
not made for any reason ; you just happened 
to happen. You came from nowhere, and 
you are headed for oblivion. Essentially, 
you are of no more value,-and you have no 
higher destiny, than a lump of coal or a 
polio virus. Go forth, therefore, and spread 
the tidings. Make atheists of all men, so 
that all may despair together.” 

Somehow, I cannot quite imagine the 
young men rising from their desks, and with 
cries of enthusiasm scattering into the world 
to preach the doctrine that there is no 
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doctrine, and the news that nothing is of 
the slightest consequence. 


HE atheist university also wil need 

seminars on The Meaninglessness of the 
Universe, The Non-Existence of Beauty, 
The Pointlessness of Nobility, The Emptiness 
of Existence, Love as a Snare aud Delusion, 
Sacrifice as Unreasonable, Motherhood as 
Mere Whelping and even Comradeship as 
Utter Nonsense. 

One of the most needed studies will be 
Athletics as Preposterous. If everything is 
an accident, then victory or defeat in the 
Olympic Games is mere accident also. The 
Decathlon Champion is an accident going 
somewhere to happen in some _ stadium. 
Even if atheism were true, which it emphati- 
cally isn’t, it would be unbearably dull. 


A PRODIGAL DAUGHTER 
(Continued from page 145) 
become of you? You will die one day—and 
what will be your eternity ? ” 
In the April of 1865 Mother Barat sent her 
last letter to the delinquent. 


“You are young,’ she wrote, “ but do not 


forget that the longest life is short compared 


to eternity. Can there be a greater folly than 
to give up for the false, fleeting, and harmful 
pleasures of life the joys that never end ? ™ 

A month later Mother Barat was dead; and 
there was now more than one who thought that 
Julia was lost beyond recall. But in the 
mansions of the elect the saintly nun (since 
Canonized) did not forget her protege. And, 
when in the September of 1872 the girl fell 11], 
she asked for a priest, made a General Con- 
fession, and sincerely repented of the years she 
had wasted and the graces she had squandered. 
She waited for the end to come with a prayer 
on her lips, and those who watched her die 
have declared that her death was a happy and 
a holy one. 

A young girl wandering Hoag the dusty 
roads of Southern. France and knowing only 
one word of the French language... taken by 
two kindly ladies to the nearby presbytery... 
sent to Marseilles and eventually entrusted to 
the care of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart 

. and blessed with the counsels and prayers 
of one who in the intervening years has been 
raised to the dignity of the altar... A girl who 
repaid kindness with baseness and good example 
with bad behaviour... 

It may sound a simple story, when all is 
said and done. And yet from this simple story 
we may learn the very important lesson that 
prayer is never wasted and that never in this 
world should the most wretched sinner be 
looked upon as finally and irrevocably lost. 


An abbreviated transcript 


of a recorded 


Interview 
with 

“EEG 
OSWALD 
MOSLEY 


By ALAN NEAME 


\iK Oswald Mosley has been a controversial 
J figure in English politics ever since he 
represented Harrow in the Lloyd George 
Coalition Government of 1918 as the youngest 
M.P.on record. Famous and notorious by turns, 
a legend and a bogeyman, he has been called 
every name under the sun from spell-binder to 
Blond Beast. For years at a time his name has 
been out of the papers, only to blossom again 
in banner headlines. Apparently indestructible, 
a politician to the marrow, at sixty-three he is 
now contesting the constituency of North 
Kensington on his own Union Movement 
ticket. ‘The sitting Member is a Socialist. 
North Kensington is a depressed and depress- 
ing area of North West London ; it is seedily 
residential, remote from main thoroughfares. 
Its chief inducement to the casual visitor is the 
extended junk-market of the Portobello Road. 
Its population is mixed and the houses look 
mildewed. In the old days there were settle- 
ments of gypsies and other unsociable associa- 
tions that gave the place.,a bad name. 


FPXODAY it is a district with a large and 
generally poor immigrant working-class 


population of which one of the two predominant 
groups is Irish. While one ward of the con- 
stituency is ‘ upper-class,’ one and a half of the 
remaining three wards may fairly be termed 
as Slums. There have been race-riots in the 
area; Sir Oswald’s movement has’ been 
accused in such journals as The New Statesman 
of fomenting them. He rejects these accusa- 
tions as malicious. 

Nonetheless, one woman I questioned in 
Nottinghill said tersely : 

‘“ Blacks first, Jews next, then it’ll be the 
turn of the Irish for the stick.”’ 


LATER interviewed Sir Oswald with a 
™ tape-recorder and asked him to comment 
on this: 

‘A complete absurdity. In my case, of all 
cases, such a thing is obvious nonsense. I not 
only have some Irish blood ’’—Sir Oswald is a_ 
resident of Eire, his great grandfather was an 
Irishman and Mayor of Cork—‘“ but I have a 
long record of friendship with the Irish. The 
reason | have so many Irish friends is that in 
the days of the Black and Tans I began the 
parliamentary fight against the Black and Tans. 
I was brought the story, which nobody in 
England at that time believed. I decided to 
investigate it and single-handed started the 
fight in the House of Commons. Later on, a 
great many M.P.s, particularly in the Labour 
Party came in, and in some of the hardest 
parliamentary fighting of the present age, we 
succeeded at the end of six months in getting 
that atrocious business put to an end and I 
think we also made a considerable contribution 
to swinging British opinion in favour of the 
tfeaty. 

He produced two letters that he very clearly 
treasured from a filing-cabinet. The first was 
in the hand of T. P. O'Connor, leader in the 
House of Commons in the debates that preceded. 
the peace treaty with the Sinn Fein leaders. 
The letter was addressed to Sir Oswald’s first 
wife and date December 10, 1923; it read as 
follows : 

“ My going to Harrow for Oswald was not 
only a pleasure but a duty. I regard him as the 
man who really began the break-up of the 


Black and Tan savagery; and I can never 
recall without admiration and wonder the 
courage and _ self-sacrifice which such an 
attitude demanded on his part. Both your 


husband and yourself will always be regarded 
by every good Irishman with appreciation and 
gratitude >=... 


HE second letter, date December 2, 1943, 
received on Sir Oswald's release from prison 
where he had been held under Kegulation 18b, 
was from J. D. O’Connell of Tralee, inviting 
him to Ireland on behalf of himself and the 
people of County Kerry : 


. 
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‘“Tt’s a long time ago but I remember with 
eratitude the noble work done by your 
colleagues and yourself during the reign of 
terror of the Black and Tans in this country. 
The people of Co. Kerry who were the most to 
suffer appreciate it too and I can assure you 
that vour good name will be remembered here 
long after those who now try to belittle you 
will be clean forgotten... We in this country 
have been called nasty names, and we have 
experience of internment camps, and so we 
understand your position. The people of this 
country may not be thought much of elsewhere 
but one thing that can be said for them is that 
they are always grateful to anyone whoever 
helped them or said a kind word for them in 
their hour of need or trouble.” 


‘WE said: ‘‘ The idea that I’d ever do any- 
thing to hurt the Irish is of course too 
childish for words.” 

«» ‘‘ What would be your policy on Ireland, 
if you get in? — 

“ T have always stood for a completely united 
Ireland. It seems to me mad to divide a quite 
small island into two parts; and of course the 
way it has been done is a scandal. The minority 
in the North is a very small minority. The 
whole problem can easily be solved directly 
we make a United Europe. As soon as Great 
Britain goes into Europe, then the fears of the 
minority in Northern Ireland would be entirely 
removed ; they would not be subordinate to a 
majority in the South but would be part of an 
immense whole of United Europe with all the 
protection that its minorities would receive.” 

= “Do you mean that good men would 
cease to get hot under the collar at the mention 
of Stormont or Dublin? ” 

“Tn a United Europe, the Northern Irish 
would not be ruled from Dublin but by the 
United Europe Government, just as Great 
Britain, France, Germany and all the other 
countries would, so the fear of rule from Dublin 
would be completely removed. In a United 
Europe all these apprehensive minority 
problems are automatically solved. Just as 
for instance the Saar problem, which was 
rather a sore point, is solved forever the moment 
France and Germany are members of the same 
nation.” 

~ ‘ Ireland therefore,’’ I said, “‘ might be an 
exhibition piece, a shop-window of the benefits 
of European Union? ” 

‘Treland is a problem that lends itseli 
exactly to the great solution of Europe.” When 
Sir Oswald pronounces the word Europe, he 
invests it with an almost Carolingian grandeur. 
‘‘Tt would be a striking example of the success 
of a large union instead of a small union. Very 
few countries have so much to gain either on 
the point of ending Partition without any 
jeopardy to minority interests, and also of 
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finding a market for Irish agriculture and 
agricultural products which are some of the 
finest in the world. Automatically the great 
continental market of three hundred million 
would be open to them. No country either 
spiritually or materially has more to gain from 
the Union of Europe than Ireland.”’ 

We began to discuss his social policy. A 
Union Movement pamphlet called The Coming 
Corporate State had been reviewed in The 
Catholic Herald as “‘ the nearest approach to 
the ideals of the Popes that we have ever read.”’ 

e ‘‘ What about the Encyclicals ? ’’ I asked. 

“The famous Encyclical of the nineties is 
something to which all realistic modern thinkers 
owe a very great deal.” 

» ‘In the Encyclicals, the expressions 
Living Wage and Just Wage are constantly 
recurring. What do you understand by these 
terms ?”’ 

‘‘We think that the meaning of these terms 
has developed, like all other thinking over the 
past sixty years. My own thinking has 
immensely developed since the war and is now 
expressed in that sphere in what I call the 
Wage-Price Mechanism. That briefly means 
that you first obtain a viable area which must 
be large enough to contain all its food stuffs and 
raw materials and a market sufficient to absorb 
the whole of its own production. And within 
that area you give the conscious economic 
leadership of Government in certain vital 
respects. The main respect is to raise wages 1n 
comparable industries, as science increases the 
power to produce. The second is, where price 
monopoly tendences emerge, to control prices 
if there is any question of exploitation. Other- 
wise you leave prices to the natural course of 
competition. The area large enough to be 
viable we regard as Europe and White Africa.” 

~ ‘‘In the Encyclicals, there 1s an accept- 
ance apparently of the two classes of the wealthy 
and the working man: Just as the symmetry 
of the human frame is the result of the sustable 
avvangement of the different parts of the body, 
so in a State is it ordained by Nature that these 
two classes should dwell.in harmony and agree- 
ment, so as to maintain a balance in the body 
politic.—Do you accept the idea of two classes 
of society ? © 

“Accepting entirely the idea of different 
men’s performing different functions according 
to the endowment which they have received 
from God we do not like the idea of the division 
of a society on the basis of wealth. We allow 
men ’’—Sir Oswald slipped into the present 
tense of prophecy—‘‘ encourage men to draw 
the rewards and the profits for which their 
energies entitle them, which are certainly 
highly differential rewards and profits, but we 
like to envisage our society as based on merit 
rather than on wealth, and therefore the concept 
of hereditary wealth is not attractive to us. 


The Pope, speaking sixty years ago, had the 
idea of a perfectly stable society with every- 
thing ordered as indeed it was then. He would 
naturally feel that it would be a pity to upset 
it. This might bring chaos. Since those days, 
everything has been upset and chaos has come. 
The modern problem facing us is to bring out 
of that chaos a new order which we believe 
must be based on mind, spirit and character, 
rather than on the divisions of a social class 
and wealth. 

“Our Movement, while in no way trespassing 
on the ground of the Church, does accept the 
spiritual basis of Life. Therefore we are natural 
supporters of the Church when for instance 
She enters the material sphere to combat 
material creeds like Communism. But further 
than this, [I have an active sympathy tor the 
work the Church is doing in the social field. 
It is basic to my declared policy that we shall 
sive full support and maintenance to the 
Church schools. I want that on two grounds. 
First of all, it seems to me that if Catholics pay 
taxes, they are entitled to have their schools 
properly looked after. Secondly, and this is a 
big principle with me, I never want to disturb 
anything that works. There is so much that 
has fallen down, so many broken machines in 
the world that we have to repair, that we do 
not want to dismantle plants that are working 
when we have so much to repair already. 
Anything that works as well as the Church 
Schools are working in our State would be 
welcome. What we are concerned with are 
things that don’t work.”’ 

x» “Like State Schools! ” 

He laughed. ‘ Perhaps! " 

~ “In conclusion, do you think that your 
powers of persuasion might be attributed to 
your great grandfather ? ”’ 


He replied: “‘ A dash of Irish blood always 
helps the powers of speech.” 


PASSIONIST APPOINTMENTS 


Provinee of St. Patrick 
Since the publication of our August issue, 
further appointments have been made as 
follows : 


SUPERIORS : 
St. Patrick’s Juniorate, Crossgar, Co. Down : 
V. Rev. Fr. Alphonsus, C.P. 
Fatima House, Coodham, Kilmarnock. : 
V. Rev. Fr. Gilbert, C.P. 


VICARS : 

St. Mary’s, Drum-mohr, Musselburgh. : 
Rev. Fr. Damian, C.P. 

St. Patrick’s Juniorate, Crossgar, Co. Down: 


Rev. Fr. Christopher, C.P. 


ap ET ke ars ge 


[“' But | HAVE got a cassock on !’’] 


By courtesy : ‘" Extension,’’ Chicago. 


PRUDENCE 
: and 
CHARITY 


Humility and the awareness of our own 
weakness usually prevent us from casting 
stones at anyone. However, there are occasions 
when it is a real act of charity to speak up 
and remind a person of his obligations to keep 
the moral law. Such a situation would demand 
the following conditions : first, you are morally 
certain serious sin is being committed ; second, 
there is little probability the person will be 
corrected by someone else or will correct 
himself. Then kind, bur firm, correction 
should be given. 


One frequently judges in these cases, how- 
ever, that it will do more harm than good 
to mention this to the person committing 
sin. Prudence dictates silence in this case. 
And charity demands prayer and penance 
that God's grace will accomplish what your 
words cannot do. 

— Information. 


bo3 


- 

= 
= 
am 


JOHN T. McGINN, C.S.P., TELLS US 


now 
CONVERTS 
ARE 
MADE 


VHE tr00 million people in the United States 

._ who are not Catholic are “‘ catholic ’’ on 

at least one point. They all lack a proper 
understanding of the Church. 

Few of them are bigots. Most of them realize, 
as did G. K. Chesterton, that the loudest critics 
of Catholicism actually know little or nothing 
about the Church. 

Thousands of these non-Catholics, as a 
matter of fact, are very close to becoming 
members of the Church. 

In a survey taken in New Orleans nine years 
ago, 30,000 persons who had no church affilia- 
tion said that if they joined any church it 
would be the Catholic Church. But adult 
converts there that year numbered less than a 
thousand. 

Ihe amount of good will among non-Catholics 
has increased sharply within the last decade. 


ON-CATHOLICS ave interested in the 

~Church. But why are there not more 
converts ? 

A large share of the blame must rest upon 
the normal contact between the non-Catholic 
and the Church: the layman. 

Catholic laymen are not spreading the Faith 
in proper proportion to their number nor with 


the zeal that marks conviction. 


How come ? 

Could it be that Catholics are not conscious 
of their obligation to spread the Faith ? 

Or could it be they are not sure enough of 
themselves when they discuss religion ? 

Are they afraid of offending their non- 
Catholic friends ? gre 

Do Catholics know just how to “ go about 
making converts? ’”’ Well, if they did.... 
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POERHAPS the main reason Catholics do not 

make more of an effort to share their Faith 
is that they do not realize it as an obligation— 
a serious one. 

You may hear a Catholic say he doee not 
believe in interfering with another’s politics or 
religion, as if a person’s being a Catholic or a 
non-Catholic is of as little consequence as his 
being a Republican rather than a Democrat. 

If Christ lived today, would He have refrained 
from “invading another’s freedom of thought ’’ 
or “‘ sanctity of conscience ?”’ Take a second 
look at Christ’s life, and you can answer that 
question. 

What about the millions with no religion 
at all? Would He have been indifferent to 
their passing through life without knowledge 
of God’s truth ? Not the Christ who became 
man to teach and save mankind. 


How can the Catholic followers of Christ be 
indifferent to what was of prime importance 
to Him? 

Any Catholic, brilliant or unschooled, cor- 
poration head or labourer, housewife or editor, 
has an obligation to win converts and, sur- 
prisingly, any Catholic cam win converts. 

But many Catholics will recall attempts to 
convert a close friend to the Church, attempts 
which resulted in loss of that companion. 


Foo many Catholics are of the opinion that 

the only way non-Catholics can be won over 
is to vanquish them in verbal combat, in which 
we ' give it to them straight from the shoulder.”’ 

It is important to remember that more 
converts are made by simple, friendly con- 
versation than through catechism-waving 
debate. | 


Non-Catholics are more interested in the 
Church than most Catholic laymen realize. It 
is up to the layman to help create the friendli- 
ness and atmosphere which will draw out the 
first hesitant questions, such as ‘“‘ Is it true 
you have to pay a fee whenever you go to 
Confession ? I remember reading that some- 
where when I was younger.”’ 

Fiow to go about it? Just how do you go 
about making converts ? 

A catechism for convert-makers might answer 
that by stating in the familiar phraseology : 
' there are three ways to make converts. By 
praying. By giving good example. By providing 
information.’’ 


Prayer. 

Overlooking the Hudson River in New York 
is a seminary where devoted American candi- 
dates for the missions go into intensive training. 

But nearby is a cloistered convent where 
nuns do nothing but pray, despite the im- 
perative need for more labourers. 
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‘What a waste of manpower,’ a critic 
remarked. 

‘ Without Me you can do nothing,’ Christ 
answered long before the objection was ever 
raised. 

Strictly speaking, no man, be he layman, 
missioner or bishop, makes a convert. Only 
God does that because He supplies Faith, the 
essence of conversion. 

But does this mean God does everything 
in a conversion ? No. Normally, we Catholics 
have much to do with a conversion: We do 
the spade work. We implant the notion. We 
prepare the way. In the making of converts, 
as in most other areas where men work out 
their salvation God works through His creatures. 

So prayer, the asking for God's grace, 1s the 
first step we take. 

Since it is our obligation to work for con- 
versions, it is most certainly our obligation to 
pray for them. 

Pray for a particular conversion, a relative 
or a friend. 


Good Example. 

Many non-Catholics consider the un-Catholic 
actions of some Catholics sufficient reason t” 
put off investigating the Church. 


But just as surely as bad example acts as 
deterrent for some good example attracts all. 
The biographies of most converts reveal that 
it was a Catholic layman’s example which 
caused them to look at the Church realistically 
for the first time. 

The fact is that Catholicism is_ usually 
‘“caught’”’ before it is taught. Before non- 
Catholics begin delving into books on Catholic 
truth they usually see it in its living expression :° 
the daily actions of an exemplary Catholic. 

It was a discerning person who remarked : 
“Take care how you live. You may be the 
only book on Catholicism that some people 
will ever read.”’ 


Providing Information. 

This stops many would-be convert-makers. 
For they suddenly discover that they do not 
really know enough about their own religion 
to discuss it intelligently. 

Many Catholic adults have less formal 
knowledge of their religion than they had 
when graduating from grammar school. Re- 
ligion can not be intelligently explained to an 
adult by someone who has only a childs 
elementary grasp of it. | 

But unlike the weather of a decade ago, 
something can be done about it. 

You can study your religion. 

Study some fundamental explanations of 
Catholicism written for adults. Have one or 
two such books at home. 


$ iso there are adults who know their 
- religion well enough but who are, under- 
standably, ‘‘ stumped ”’ by a point brought up 
in a discussion with a non-Catholic. 

The average Catholic is not expected to be 
a theologian. If he does not know the answer 
offhand, he should not attempt to “ give my 
opinion on that.” 

He may look up the answer or ask a priest, 
furnishing the answer the next time he meets 
the inquirer. 

Or he can later supply the information by 
handing the person a pamphlet on the subject, 
with, ‘“That point you brought up last Monday ? 
Well, I think you might find the Church's 
teaching on that in this pamphlet. You can 
keep it if you like.” 


EYHERE are more than just three steps to 
conversion. Often there are many other 
factors involved. and, in some cases, less. 
But if the layman would begin to become 
missionary-minded, to bring Christ’s Church 
to all men, he must adopt at least these three 
things which Christ counseled : 
Prays always—that His flock may be one. 
Be perfect as God is Periect—that your 
example may draw others. 
Go ye therefore and teach—that all may 
have the Truth and the Lite. 
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NTEREST is once again focussed on the 
Italian political scene by the results of the 
elections in Sicily and their possible reper- 

cussions on politics in the whole of Italy. The 
elections, as has been the case since the end of 
World War II, amounted to a test between the 
Christian Democrats and the Communists. A 
complication resulted due to the emergence of 
a breakaway group called the Christian Social 
Union under Signor Silvio Milazzo, who, as the 
result of dissensions within the Christian 
Democratic Party, was expelled with some of 
his followers last autumn, and subsequently 
declared his willingness to form an administra- 
tion in which the Communists could share. 


DESMOND CRYAN discusses 


ELECTION 
RIDDLE 
IN SICILY 


With the enthusiastic support of the Com- 
munists, Milazzo did succeed in forming an 
administration without the Christian Demo- 
crats, who were forced into opposition for the 
first time since the end of World War IJ. With 
the elections in the offing the Christian 
Democrats threw themselves wholeheartedly 
into the struggle, bearing in mind the reper- 
cussions the results would have on the national 
scene. The lesson of 1948 was not forgotten. 


(PHAT was the year in which the Italian 

Communist party, the largest in western 
Europe, seemed likely to be voted into power, 
and the electors, if left to their own unthinking 
devices, might have sent a majority of Com- 
munists and Socialists to their first free 
parliament since the end of Fascism. This 
threat was averted only by the vigorous action 
of the Christian Democrats backed by the 
Church and the forces of Catholic Action. It 
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was at this time that the Holy Office issued its 
decree excommunicating Communists. 

The crisis of 1948 was vividly recalled by the 
publication last April of a resolution of the 
Holy Office forbidding Catholics to vote for 
political parties and candidates allied with the 


Communists or to support them by their 


actions, although not themselves professing 
anything contrary to Catholic doctrine. <A 
storm of protest from the anti-clericals greeted 
this move, and Signor Togliatti and other 
Communist deputies put down a question in 
the Chamber proposing that the Government 
lodge a protest with the Vatican on the grounds 
that it limited the electors’ free choice in the 
Sicilian elections and was contrary to the terms 
of the Concordat. 


ATICAN Radio, in a comment on the 

ruling, declared that in spite of repeated 
warnings by the Church in recent years all 
over the world the illusion of “‘ possible con- 
vergences ' with the Communists persisted 
and was continually reinforced by the launch- 
ing of new suggestions. This sad reality forced 
the Church to trace a clear line of separation, 
binding on all Catholics, between the Catholic 
faith and atheistic Communism and to construct 
an embankment to defend its own integrity. 
' It is impossible to reconcile wanting to sit 
both at the table of God and at that of His 
enemies,” declared the broadcast. 

Opponents of the Christian . Democrats 
received a severe setback from the action of 
the Holy Office. With the accession to the 
Papal throne of the present Holy Father the 
feeling grew that he intended to keep personally 
aloof from Italian politics. Anti-clericals, ever 
vociferous in Italy, had been careful during 
the first few months of the new Pontificate, to 
bow to popular approval of the Pope by 
excluding him personally from the attacks in 
their press on the Vatican and its decisions. 
RONCALLI LIKE PACELLI, the large head- 
line in one of their weeklies, summed up their 
disappointment. 


AN extraordinary paradox of the Italian 

political scene has been the support 
accorded the Communists and left-wing 
Socialists. Despite the attempts of the 
Christian Democrats and Catholic Action to 
deieat it, the Communist challenge to Italian 
democracy continues. For example, in the 
recent polls in Val d’Aosta, one of the four 
semi-autonomous regions in Italy, the Christian 
Democrats were ejected from office by an 
alliance comprised of the Communists and the 
Nenni Socialists. The result was described 
as an “alarm bell for the country and for 
democracy’ and as a lesson to those who 
thought that the danger from Communism 
was a thing of the past. Observers pointed out 


that the result was all the more significant in 
view of the Holy Office’s decree. 

When the result became known the Bishop 
of Aosta, Most Rev. Dr. Blanchet, cancelled 
all Corpus Christi processions in the diocese. 
And, although no reasons were given for the 
decision, it was widely interpreted asa gesture 
of grief. Some weeks before the election the 
bishop had written personally to all the 
candidates, 40 in number, warning them that 
they faced excommunication on account of 
their coalition with the Communists. As a 
result, three candidates withdrew. 


A> things went, the Sicilian results were 
highly confusing. The most noteworthy 
feature was the success gained by Milazzo, 
who with 256,701 votes, gained nine seats. The 
Christian Democrats Jost three seats, and the 
general result showed that the parties of the 
left gained slightly at the expense of the right. 
Milazzo’s success was attributed to the strength 
of his appeal to local patriotism. His line of 
argument has been that Communism on the 
island was not an ideological matter but a 
form of protest against poverty and neglect. 
He hopes that his new movement will provide 
a non-Communist point of attraction for the 
Sicilian sense of grievance. He claims that he 
retains the ideals of Christian Democracy, that 
he was not the one who rebelled. 


That the Christian Democrats may have 
behaved unsatisfactorily seems to be lent 
support by the attitude of the outstanding 
personality in Sicilian life, Cardinal Ruffini, 
Archbishop of Palermo, who, according to 
reports, feels it is the responsibility of the 
Church to take a direct part in political affairs 
as a direct consequence. It was their stupidity, 
he maintains, that gave Milazzo his chance. 
It was Cardinal Ruffini who _ specifically 
interpreted the Holy See’s decree forbidding 
Catholics from supporting parties favouring 
the Communists as applying to Milazzo and 
his followers. 


HEN the election results were announced, 
the Christian Democratic leader in the 
Chamber of Deputies, Signor Gui, declared 
himself satisfied, mainly, apparently, on the 
erounds that the Communists have been pre- 
vented from re-constituting the alliance of 
right and left which excluded the Christian 
Democrats from the last regional admint- 
stration. 

An outstanding feature of the election was 
the fact that two rival parties, both calling 
themselves Christian, together polled a higher 
percentage of votes than the Christian Demo- 
crats alone have ever done in Sicily. Between 
them the parties secured almost 50 per cent 
of the votes. 
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But an unwelcome feature of the elections 
has been the fact that a quarter of a million 
voters on this Catholic island have given their 
support to a party which calls itself Christian 
but which has been implicitly denounced by the 
Vatican. 


f ee most likely explanation lies in the 
unsatisfactoriness of the Christian Demo- 
crats’ line of action. It is well known that 
Sicily is poor. It has 150,000 unemployed and 
300,000 under-employed in a population greater 
than that of Ireland, namely, five million. The 
islanders, it is claimed, feel neglected by the 
Italian Government and exploited by the big 
industrialists. 

It is in the light of these circumstances that 
the election results must be seen. Milazzo, it 
is true, drew a great deal of personal support 
by reason of his appeal to local feeling and his 
popularity. Nonetheless, whatever the precise 
failings of the Christian Democrats, they can 
only lead to most undesirable consequences if 
not rectified, as the party represents the most 
desirable grouping from the Catholic standpoint 
in this land in which, paradoxically, opposition 
to the Church seems to be so strong—if election 
results can be said to be a reliable guide. 


THE SAINT OF 
CHRISTMAS 


The Saint of Christmas is a title that 
can hardly be denied to the gentle, 
patient St. Joseph, who so often is 
forgotten by so many of us. The 
Saint of Christmas is the title given 
to him on a beautiful Christmas 
Card that has just been published 
by Brian O’Higgins. 

The lovely design by Una Watters 
tells in three panels of the devotion, 
humility and obedience to God’s will 
that marked the life of St. Joseph. 
This card is one of the large od. series. 

In addition Brian O’Higgins+has 
published scores of new designs that 
convey in picture and verse-greeting 
the true message of Christmas. 

A descriptive List will be sent free 
and post free to any address by: 
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BRIAN O’HIGGINS, 
56 Parnell Square, 
Dublin. 
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Things | Notice About You— 


OU can be like sunshine breaking through 
clouds, bless you. Or like warmth kindled 
in a cold placed. 


OU can come into a dismal company and 

' brighten everyone by your coming. Without 
using words, you have the power to say that 
things are not so bad really, that there is always 
much to rejoice about. People may be heard 
to say that it does them good to talk to you, 
you are always so cheerful. 


@ It does not matter what age you are, school-age, 
middle-aged, or even almost ancient, if you have 
that gift of being cheerful, you will probably never 
lack friends. 


@ More especially if you have troubles of your 
own, or find life a bit of a struggle, people admire 
your spirit and possibly draw from it courage to 
take their own share of problems without allowing 
them to overwhelm them. 


% There are times when a friendly smile can do 
more than words of sympathy, especially where 
the despondent one is in the grip of self-pity. 


% To weep with such a one and agree that he or 
she 1s to be pitied may be the worst possible treat- 
ment. 


THE smile that says, ‘‘Cheer up. You can get 
the better of it,” is possibly much more helpful. 


% Bless you, you cheerful person, you can be a 
tonic ! 


@ But—whisper it—you can also be a most 
irritating creature. 


@ That sounds contradictory, but it is not. 
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You Cheerful One 


@ All depends on the source of your cheerfulness. 


F you are cheerful just because you are determined 

to enjoy life and ignore anything that would 
interfere with your own happiness, that is no 
kind of cheerfulness. 


% The source of it is selfishness. 


% When you say ‘‘Cheer up” to someone who 
Is Worried you may only mean ‘‘ I can’t be bothered 
with people’s troubles.” 


% You are merely saying ‘“ Shut up; dort 
want to hear about your woes ’’—even though the 
words you use are far more polite. 


OU could even say “‘ Cheer up. I'll say a prayer 
for you,’’ and still mean no more than, ‘‘ Don't 
bother me; your troubles are not important.” 


@ That sort of surface-cheerfulness is hurtful 
rather than helpful, no matter how bright your smile. 
It is a protective screen put up to hide the fact that 
we have no sympathy to give, that, in the common 
phrase, we couldn’t care less. 


Ber. if your cheerfulness derives from the proper 
source, you are a heaven-sent gift to those 
around you. 


% In the schoolroom, someone is heartbroken 
Over an examination failed. Instead of agreeing 
that it is “‘awful’’ and asking ‘‘ What are you 
going to do now ?”’ you bid the sad one to cheer 
up, Maybe it was meant to be that way, it could 
be all for the best. 


Or maybe you only say, with a smile, ‘‘ Cheer up,” 
and can find no other word, but the one who has 
failed sees suddenly that it is not the end of the world, 
and gets new heart. ) 


Ok it is a grown person who weeps over a death- 

bed and your gentle smile says without words, 
_ Do not grieve. Your loved one is going because 
God calls.” 


% in brief, you cheerful creature, if your abiding 
joyousness comes from a quiet awareness of God’s 
guiding hand in joy or in sorrow, and a willingness 
to tread the path on which He sets your feet, 
then you are indeed sunlight in the darkest place. 


@ If you are cheerful because you are comfortably 
placed and intend to remain so, untroubled by the 
world’s troubles, then you are no more than a 
smiling mask, meaningless. 


KWARE, if sorrow, or want, or pain should 
come your way, for the mask will slip and you 
will be a sorry sight. . 


@ Unless your cheerfulness is the glow of charity, 
of love of God and fellow-man, there is no real joy 
in you, smile as you may. 


THE HAPPY HEARTS cuy wtson 


CHAPTER 9 
The Story So Far: Marion Davis finds her plan to 
capture the heart of Aidan Carroll progressing badly. 
At the Races, they meet Patrick O°’ Neill and his 
sisters and ave invited to the O’ Neill farm. On the 
wav, Marion practically quarrels with Patrick 
O’ Neill. 


HE meal set in the big dining-room of the 

rambling old-fashioned farmhouse looked most 

inviting. Cold meat and fowl, salad, fruit, 
home-made bread and cake, flanked by a great 
tea-pot, with cups and saucers adjacent, made a 
puzzling spread to the conventional eyes of the 
visitor from London, who had expected belated 
afternoon tea, followed by dinner at the proper 
hour, or, at least, by a sort of high tea. 

Nobody else seemed to see anything odd in a 
five o’clock lunch, or high tea or whatever its 
official title might be and Marion found herself 
enjoying it. Aidan had taken his place beside her. 

She put on her gayest air, though she was 
uncomfortably aware that Patrick O’Neill was 


eyeing her, from the far side of the table, with a. 


slightly sardonic smile lurking about his lips. 
Maeve and Rosa were charming to her. Then a 
newcomer appeared and was hailed with “‘ Hullo, 
Richard.’’ 

He was a tall good-looking young man, in breeches 
and working tweeds and a glance was sufficient to 
identify him as an O’Neill. 

Patrick took it on himself to do the introducing. 
‘““ Miss Davis, this is my youngest brother, Richard. 
Richard, Miss Davis, a visitor all the way from 
London, England.’ 


TERY blue eyes smiled into Marion’s. ~ I’ve 
heard of you,” Richard said. 

“Who hasn’t °°” Aidan spoke, with mock 
earnestness. ‘‘ Marion, I must warn you. You 
are now in the presence of the top heart-breaker in 
these parts. Girls go down before him like skittles.’’ 

There was a general laugh and Richard took his 
place at table. 

Patrick O’Neill spoke, in a leisurely voice, “ I’m 
net sure Miss Davis approves of him.” 

Everyone looked a question and Patrick con- 
tinued: ‘‘ She disapproves of big families and, of 
course, Richard being the last, she may even 
consider him the last straw.”’ 


MARION was uncomfortable. She did not know 
how to take the fun.’ ‘‘ Please,’ she said and 
looked at Patrick. 


Genuine concern showed in his eyes. “ Oh, Miss 
Davis, Iam sorry. I should have warned you that 
we have an over-developed sense of humour in 
these parts. Now, forgive me. Let’s be sensible.” 

Rosa turned to Aidan. 

‘‘T believe Nance Gray’s sister is going off to 
the Convent tomorrow ? ” 

“Ves. In fact I have promised to call up this 
evening to say good-bye to Margaret.”’ 

“Oh could I come?’ Rosa asked. 
wouldn’t mind ? ”’ 

“Of course not’ Aidan answered, ~ [hey 
would think it very kind of you.” 

“Tf Marion would care to come, we could go 
straight from here. Would you ? ’ he asked, turning 
to Marion. 

“Tf it would be all right,’? Marion answered. 
“JT am a stranger.’’ 

“Vou know Nance,’ Aidan reminded her. 

“Ves, of course,’’ she agreed, remembering 
uncomfortably what she had said to Patrick during 
their drive. 


‘Are you sure, Rose, that you want to go?” 
Maeve suddenly asked her sister. 

‘Ves Iam. If you think it might upset me, I 
can assure you it won’t ’—She noticed Marion’s 
puzzled expression and spoke across to her. 

‘T am going into a convent, too, Miss Davis, 
quite soon and Maeve is afraid I might get lonesome, 
or frightened, or something.” 

*Youtl? 

Marion Davis stared in astonishment at the 
lovely face crowned with red-gold hair. 

‘Why not?’ Rosa laughed, “Do you think 
I am too giddy ? Indeed, I can’t imagine myself 
why they have agreed to take me—lI’m—” 

“Say a prayer for me, Marion,” Kosa said 
suddenly, ‘‘ I’m going to call you Marion, if you 
don’t object.’ , 

“Not at all,’ Marion murmured, completely 
bewildered by the request for prayers and glad not 
to have to make any comment on it. 


- BOY 


AIDAN drove the two girls to Nance Gray’s home 

and Marion found herself greeted not as a 
stranger but as a friend of whom they had heard 
through Nance. There was chat and laughter in 
the small, spotless kitchen with its scrubbed table 
and plain deal chairs, and Margaret was gay as any. 
She proved to be a younger edition of Nance but 
darker and Marion noticed that she seemed to be 
her father’s favourite. In fact, the man of the 
house said as much to the visitors. 


159 


ie: 

tif 

it 

Pt 
ie 
ie: 
13) ia 
Hel 
ci 
4 7 r 
¢ : aa 
He 
Tri 


Dennett ek reesei) 


oe. 
r] et" 


oe ee tm es 
Ee beets 


Pi A —7 


2 > 
6 ~! 
ein 


‘’ My little Margaret, the light of the house she 
ever was, since her poor mother left us. *Twill be a 
lonesome place without her.’ | 

Would she not change her mind and stay with 
you ? *? Marion asked him, when he sat down beside 
her and spoke his thanks for coming to see his 
little girl. 

Is it stop her going, when the good God gave 
her the call ? ” 

The man looked so much the willing martyr that 
Marion said hastily that of course he wouldn't. 


In the car, later, when she spoke of her sympathy 
with Margaret’s father, Aidan and Rosa laughed. 


~ The old hypocrite,’? Aidan said, ‘‘ he doesn’t 
care tuppence, but, if Nance talked about leaving, 
he would have a fit. Nance keeps the house with 
her earnings. I don’t know how she does it.’ 


Yes,’ Rosa agreed, ‘‘ It would be a different 
story if Nance left. In fact itis very hard on Nance 
that Margaret should go to be a nun just when she 
might be a help. She has been fairly well educated.” 


It’s a shame for her to go then,” Marion said, 
~ Why doesn’t someone tell her so ? Why does she 
want to go?” 

Rosa said calmly ‘‘ She is probably more worried 
than any of us about it all. You see, Marion, you 
don’t want to go, in a way, but you go willingly 
all the same, honoured in being chosen but feeling 
unworthy.’ 


‘My mother will have the Gardai out,’’? Aidan 
declared, ‘‘ We should have phoned her. But hadn’t 
we a great day, Marion ? Did you enjoy it?” 

’ Yes,” she said, ‘‘ except that I was jealous of 
the O’Neill sisters. You paid them so much 
attention.’’ 


Did I then? But, sure, I only see them once 
in a while and I have yourself every day in the 
week.’’—He put his arm around her and gave her 
a playful squeeze, withdrawing it again at once, 
as he took a corner at a good speed. ‘‘I’ma lucky 
man,’’ he said gaily. 


mHE drew what comfort she could from the small 
episode but it exasperated her to think that she 

could not tell to what extent it had been sincerely 
meant. 

She stumbled as they walked from the car up 
the path to the halldoor. 

‘Hey, you’re tired,’? he said and tucked her 
hand into his arm. 


Mrs. Carroll opened the door to them. “‘ I thought 
you were lost!’ she exclaimed. She gave no sign 
that she noticed Marion’s clinging hand. 


Marion ran to her and put her arms around her, 
~ Oh you’ve been worried,” she cried, ‘‘ ‘‘ It was 
very selfish of us. We were so happy we forgot to 
phone.” 

Mrs. Carroll’s heart missed a beat, and yet there 
was nothing in the words that was not strictly true. 
Her eyes sought her son’s. ‘‘ Do forgive us,’ he 
pleaded and left her no wiser but a little more 
fearful for his eyes were gentle and she could not 
know that it was a son’s love for his mother that 
was in them. 

“ Did you enjoy the Races?’ she asked and 
that evoked the story of the day’s doings while 
they had something to eat. But she still wondered 
if a romance was growing between those two. 
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she felt a traitor to Marion’s mother who had been 
her friend but she found herself praying that it was 
not so. 

That night in bed, a comforting thought came. 
The girl was going to start up in business. She 
would not be planning that if she and Aidan were 
courting. With that false comfort, she fell asleep. 


I breakfast, next morning, oddly enough, 

Marion brought up the subject of her supposed 

desire to start a business in Ireland. She asked 
Mrs. Carroll’s advice as to a suitable town. 

‘’ Well now, dear, I suppose you would have to 
decide on a big town, Galway maybe. You would 
hardly find enough people with good money to 
spend in the country parts.’ 

' I know ’—Marion’s eyes grew dreamy, and 
she was silent for a moment and then she spoke 
briskly, “‘ I suppose it would have to be a big town. 
I have to live. But, to tell you the truth, my wish 
would be to have a quiet little shop, with only the 
best of everything in it, in a little town. Don’t 
laugh at me, but what I really want to do is to help 
those lovely Irish girls to make the most of their 
good looks.’”—She laughed reminiscently, ‘‘ I said 
that to that odd Mr. O’Neill, yesterday, and he said 
they are better as they are. Just like a man! ” 

‘I don’t know now,” the older woman said 
slowly, “I’m not all for putting foolish ideas in 
girls’ heads myself. And Patrick O’Neill is a fine 
man. <A fine man. Only for him the girls and 
Richard wouldn’t have a roof over their heads. 
Lhe father let the place go to wreck and ruin. A 
farm won’t run itself and hired men take little heed 
of a woman when the master cares for nothing but 
gambling and spending. When he died, middlin’ 
sudden, the widow had a mountain of debts on top 
of her. Patrick was away training to be a vet but 
he came home and set to work and set everyone 
else to work, too, and in a few years’ time, they 
were able to hold up their heads again, with every- 
one paid. From then on they never looked back. 
He started dairy-farming and poultry. The girls 
looked after that.’ 

S HY is Rosa going to be a nun? It seems a 
Shame. She is lovely,’? Marion said. 

~ Well, God forgive you. Do you think it is only 

the plain girls that love God ? Your mother made a 


_ bad hand with your religion I’m thinking. But it is 


often the way with mixed marriages. The children 
don’t know who’s right or what to think. The why 
Rosa is going to be a nun is because she wants to 
give her days on earth to the God that put her 
here.” 

“Oh. Yes, I suppose I did not really under- 
stand,’’? Marion said, in so humble a tone that Mrs. 
Carroll blamed herself for over-harshness. 

“ Sure you’re not to be blamed, child. You 
weren’t brought up in the middle of it, the way we 
were. Now tell me more about your idea of the 
little shop. 

’ Yes,” Marion said, “but there is something 
i must say to you first. I cannot go on living on 
your generous hospitality. You must let me be a 
paying guest. It will take time to settle my affairs 
and get started. 

Mrs. Carroll was touched, ‘‘ Marion Davis,’ she 
said, “" Never let me hear you say the like again. 
Your mother’s daughter is ever welcome here.’ 

Marion seemed near to tears. 

(Lo be continued) 
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G.A. Suitable for General Audiences 
A.A. Suitable for Adult Audiences 
O.P. Objectionable in part 

©. Objectionable 


ALIAS JESSIE JAMES : Much good fun is poked at 
Westerns in this typical Bob Hope comedy. (G.A.) 
BLITZKRIEG: War as seen through the cameras 
of Germans, Russians and English. Factual and 
realistic. Good documentary. (G.A.) 

BLOB, THE: The spectacle of an ever-increasing 
jelly-like substance devouring the inhabitants of 
a town. (A.A.) 

BUCCANEER, THE: Colourful costume play 
about Britain’s final retreat from U.S.A. Poor 
history but quite entertaining. (G.A.) 
CARLTON-BROWNE OF THE F.O.: A _politico- 
diplomatic farce in which Terry Thomas supplies 
most of the succulent humour as an addle-headed 
British diplomat. Rarely has the British aptitude 
to laugh at its own pretentions been more richly 
exemplified. (G.A.) 

CITY JUNGLE: Unscrupulous search for wealth 
and social position in the business world. This 
story grips the interest throughout both by excellent 
characterisations and repeated twists of the plot. 
(A. A.) 

CRY BABY KILLER: ‘Teenagers beating each 
other up over girls, buying alcohol, making love, 
shooting and generally out of all control. (A.A.) 
FOR THE FIRST TIME: Another travelogue plus 
Mario Lanza. Travel—European capitals and 
Capri. Songs—"* Seraglio,”’ ‘“ Pagliacci,” “" Othello,” 
“ Aida’ and the title number. (G.A.) 
GUNSMOKE IN TUCSON: The varying fortunes 
of two young men who years earlier saw their father 
being hanged as a horse thief. (A.A.) 

HONG KONG FERRY: About the man without 
nationality who ferried backwards and forwards 
between Hong Kong and Macao because neither 
the Portuguese nor the British would accept him. 
Good, if slightly sentimental, tale of adventure and 
romance. That one character has a wife and family 
both in Hong Kong and Macao need not offend 
anyone’s moral susceptibilities. Acting well above 
average. (G. A.) 

HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES, THE: [Ex- 
tremely tame screen version of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s famous thriller. (A.A.) 

I MARRIED A MONSTER FROM OUTER SPACE : 
Is her husband a human, or is he a monster whose 
body may at any moment disintegrate before your 
eyes ? Horror efficiently produced. (A.A.) 


J 


INNOCENT MEETING: Poor boy meets rich girl. 
Falls in love. Rich girl’s father accuses boy of 
stealing wallet containing £60. Boy take to crime 
‘n order to make up the missing money. Old story 
poorly told. (A.A.) 

LIFE IN EMERGENCY WARD 10: Incidental 
comedy and tragedy, but only so much as oLe 
would expect in a normal hospital day. Pleasant 
enough entertainment—for adults. ( AVAL) 
MAKE MINE A MILLION: Arthur Askey in a 
light-hearted piece of fun and nonsense. Harmless . 
(G.A. 

MAN. WHO DIED TWICE, THE: Quite uncon- 
vincing crime drama of a man who, having faked 
his own death, turns up later to meet the real 
thing. Passable as second feature fare... (G.A,) 
NEVER STEAL ANYTHING SMALL : Dedicated 
to American Labour, this is a sordid, objectionable 
tribute. The moral that is emphasised throughout 
is simple: ‘‘ Never steal anything small, when you 
have the chance of stealing something big.” (O.) 
NO NAME ON THE BULLET: Standard Western, 
but weak ending. (A.A.) 

NO TREES IN THE STREET: Grim account of 
the life of a family in the crowded and squalid 
surroundings of London’s East End. Forceful 
indictment of slum conditions. (A.A.) 

PORK CHOP HILL: A grim episode of the Korean 
War. (G.A.) 


RIO BRAVO: John Wayne in the usual popular — 


struggle against lawlessness. (G.A.) | 
SAY ONE FOR ME: In his efforts to protect a 
pretty young protege (Debbie Reynolds) from 
straying into dubious ways, 2 priest (Bing Crosby ) 
discards the collar to visit a night club where her 
routines are rather spicy. Colourful, sentimental 
and easygoing fare. (A.A.) 

SECRETS OF LIFE: Excellent Walt Disney 
nature study. (G.A.) 

SISSI_-MOTHER AND EMPRESS: A _ period 
piece, continuing the story of the royal romance 
of Sissi and the Emperor of Austria. Grand enter- 
tainment. (G.A.) 

SISTER LETIZIA : Dominated by Anna Magnant’s 
acting and personality, this tells the story of a nun 
whose maternal instinct is activated by a little 
abandoned boy. Unconsciously, she becomes 
jealous of the boy’s love for his erring and bewildered 
mother. Treated with great sympathy and insight. 
Well worth a visit. (G.A.) 

STORMY CROSSING: Rather farfetched thriller 
about the murder of a lady Channell swimmer near 
the French coast. (A.A.) 

TEN SECONDS TO HELL: Six German members 
of a bomb disposal team agree to put hali their 
earnings into a pool, the survivor to claim the lot 
after three months. Macabre pact efficiently 
directed. (A.A.) 

TONKA: The love story of a young Indian brave 
and his horse, Tonka. Pleasing. (G.A.) 
UNDERWATER WARRIOR: Too much attention 
has been given to romance, and the underwater 
sequences, though excellent, are too brief. (G.A.) 
WATUSI: The quest for the fabulous treasures of 
‘King Solomon’s Mines ’ brings us on salar. (G.A.) 
WETBACKS: Fairly exciting cops-and-robbers’ 
theme in unusual setting. (G.A.) 

WIND ACROSS THE EVERGLADES: The Florida 
state bird warden had a busy time catching poachers 
at the turn of the century. Burl Ives excellent as 
the chief thief. (G.A.) 
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FOR CHRIST 


By Father Feargal, C.P. 
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announced to the world that 
the forgotten land of the Kalahari 
was not forgotten by Rome. On 


journeys were able to do justice 
to the wonderful dinner prepared 
by the Sisters. Then all were shown 


Even the children played their 
part and with weeks of practice, 
under Sister Laurence, formed a 
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| the 24th April, just four days choir of Sistine enthusiasm ! their sleeping quarters in the 
bie previously, Pope John XXIII had different houses of the town. 


Peace and quiet descended on the 
mission to be broken only by the 
occasional snore from the Fathers’ 


raised the missionary territory of 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate to 
the status of an Apostolic Prefecture 


MONDAY, the 20th July cam® 
and the final arrangements 
were being hastily completed. Un- 
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f = On the same day he appointed Fr. fortunately, at about ten o’clock house and rattle of dishes from the 
Re Urban, C.P. to be its first Apostolic that morning we received a phone convent. 

te Preiect. call from Pretoria telling us of the 

|i Immediately began the prepara- sudden illness of the Apostolic UESDAY, the 21st of July, the 
ee tions for the Installation Ceremony. Delegate, Archbishop Damiano, day we had all been longing for, 
ia On 2oth June, Fr. Urban received who was to preside over the dawned. It wasa glorious morning 
ee the necessary documents from ceremonies. suiting a glorious occasion. The 
| Kome ; a letter from the Apostolic Bishop Schmitt of Bulawayo Fathers began to arrive back to the 


Delegate in South Africa informed 
us that the Installation would take 
place on the 21st July in Francis- 
town. 


FRANCISTOWN, the youngest of 
the missions, was to be host to 
all the other missions—in Bechu- 
analand and beyond—on the great 
day of the Installation. And it 
proved itself a worthy host. 
Everyone in the town, African 
and European, Catholic and non- 
Catholic did all in their power to 
ensure the success of that day. The 
men designed and erected a tubular 
steel frame for the altar canopy ; 
put up over fifty 12 ft. poles to 
carry the colourful bunting and 
collected and arranged the seating 
to accommodate a vast crowd. The 
women, under the capable direc- 
tion of Sister Ambrose, took charge 
of the catering arrangements and 
for days before the event in almost 
every house in Francistown the 


was immediately informed and was 
delegated to be the _ presiding 
Prelate. Then everything was in 
order. 


First to arrive was our own Fr. 
Carthage from Ramoutsa who came 
in on the early train. Bros. Reidy, 
an eighty-two-year-old Christian, 
Brother arrived from Kimberly on 
the morning Mail. But it was in 
the late afternoon that the cars, 
trucks and lorries began to stream 
into the mission. Bishop Bokenfohr 
of Kimberly Diocese drove in with 
Fr. Germanus of Lobatsi and Fr. 
Leonard of Khale. Fr. Placid 
came next with most of the 
Mogoditsane villagers on his truck. 
Bro. Isidore, assisted by Fr. Eunan, 
rattled in the gates in their lorry 
‘Why Worry’ with the Khale and 
Morwa passengers in the back. 


At about 5.30 p.m. Bishop Schmitt, 
accompanied by Bishop Boyle of 
Johannesburg, Monsignor Hughes 


mission having said their Masses on 
portable altars in the houses where 
they had spent the night. At about 
7 a.m. the morning train arrived in 
and the Prefect-Elect found time to 
take the car and meet our eight 
Sisters from Khale and Ramoutsa. 
On the same train came Father 
Jaegar, O.M.I. who has devoted 
his life to the valuable work of 
training catechists for the missions 
in his school in Mafeking. Later, 
a couple of cars from Southern 
Khodesia announced the arrival of 
the Fathers and Notre Dame Sisters 
of the Embakwe Mission. They 
were tollowed closely by the 
Bulawayo Fathers and Bro. Maher. 
principal of C.B.S. School, Bula- 
wayo. Just before the ceremony 
was due to start Father Fergus 
Barrett, O.F.M. and Father Mul- 
holland, S.S.M. brought in a 
contingent of the nursing Sisters 
from the Mater Dei Hospital. 
Bulawayo. 


procession returned to the 

the school-yard that morning. Fathers’ house to the strains of a 1 

Tswana hymn Dumedisang bonang q 

A> the procession entered, all rose Bishopo Spee the a _ ; 

and the School Choir, under the Aaa . Ihe eae "abs ? - 4 

direction of Sr. Laurence, sang the ay was over but, | teel sure, WON 4 

hymn ‘Ecce Sacerdos Magnus.’ never be forgotten by those who 3 

Led by the processional Cross, the had witnessed it. a 

clergy, with the Bishops, the Refreshments were served on the 4 

Prefect-Elect and the presiding convent lawn to the panels pe ; 

Prelate, made their way down the Monsignor moved eee” = 

centre passage towards the altar. crowd greeting everyone. Io his 4 

Sa ceaching the sanctuary, Fr. own beloved African parishioners E 

Carthage went to the microphone his purple dress, his pectoral cross 3 

to read the Papal Bull which and ring of office added a grandeur 4 

officially raised Bechuanaland to to his humble, cheertu! personality, 

the status of an Apostolic Prefecture. which was new. It pleased them, ; 

Having read it in Latin he then for they knew that they shared 

read an English translation. his honour, but they would always 4 

: remember him as he first came to 
. Se . them, dressed in a suit of khaki | 
= This done, kneeling before each — Eee 25 i 
= of the Bishops in turn, he formally drill and an old straw hat; and 4 
= showed them the Papal document. pushing + sturdy bike, which lor j 
= A second document was read in him was just a means of — getting 
around *’ but for them became a : 
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All the visitors had taken their 
places as the procession of clergy 
formed outside the Fathers’ house 
and the cameras began to record 
this memorable day in the history 
of Bechuanaland. 


HE school yard was aflame with 

colour. One block of class-rooms, 
saily decorated in multi-coloured 
bunting formed the back of the 
square, the other—as yet only at 
the foundation stage due to lack of 
funds—made an ideal platform for 
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white and gold silk. On one side 
was the Episcopal throne, on the 
other seats for the Bishops and 
Clergy. As we look down from the 
freshly painted steps of the altar 
we see the Sisters in their white 


Passionist Fathers since they came 
to Bechuanaland 7 years ago. He 
exhorted the people present to 
assist the Fathers in their work of 
bringing Christ to the Kalahari by 
keeping Christ uppermost in their 


missionary habits, the multi- own lives—in their homes and in 
coloured dresses of the women and their country. Monsignor then 
nearly 1,500 children ‘n their concluded the ceremonies by im- 
different school uniforms. All the parting Benediction of the Blessed 


civil authorities of the Protectorate 
were well represented. the son 
of the recently deceased Tchekedi 
Khama, former chief of the 
Bamangwato Tribe was there, 
accompanied by his mother and 
Mrs. Seretse Khama. Upwards of 
four thousand visitors thronged 


Latin, English and Iswana appoint- 
ing Fr. Urban, now Right Kev. 
Monsignor Urban Murphy, to be 
the first Prefect of the Territory. 
the latter, in a calm and clear 
voice made a long Profession of 
Faith before Bishop Schmitt. Then 
seated before the altar he received 
each of the Fathers of the territory, 
who knelt before him and kissed 
his ring as a sign of their obedience 
to his authority. Bishop Schmitt 
then addressed the large /congrega- 
tion praising the work done by the 


ee ——————— ee —— — 
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TWO ROLES 


| ABOVE: Monsignor 
| poses for the photographer in 
his official choral dress, which 


Sacrament. The Te Deum was 
sung by the choir in thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for the great 
blessings which had been bestowed 
upon us. 


HE ceremonies completed, the 


symbol of his energy and apostolic 
zeal. It was with joy and pride 
they now knelt for his blessing and 
kissed his ring. 

Later that day a formal banquet 
was held in the hotel at which all 
the clergy and government officials 
were present. So ended the historic 
day when Bechuanaland received 
its first Apostolic Prefect—-may 


God bless his labours and Our Lady 
protect and guide him as she has 
done so well in the past. 
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our open-air altar. The latter, | nearegee — bi gr eee 
covered by a canopy fully thirty | church. 
feetelong, twelve feet high aud | 3 =e 

BELOW : With less solemnity ©. 


over six feet deep, was decorated 


| but equal urbanity he smiles 


Foe es ah he 


with lillies, gladioli and many | while one of the Sisters takes . oe oe 
other flowers brought specially | a snapshot. Business with | a 


from Bulawayo (150 miles away) 
for the occasion. Large potted 
palms flanked either side, while 
the canopy itself was draped in 


| Bike and Bag might be a title 
| for this picture which sums 
up Monsignor’s mission work 
—any time, any day ! ee 
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the school 


My dear Gabriels, 

Here we are in September. Can 
you really believe that the turn of 
the year has already come ? Ah! 
yes, we find it in the chill of the 
early morning, we see it in the 
splash of colour on the trees and 
in the leaves that are falling, here 
and there, and we know it, indeed, 
when we realize that the long and 
happy holidays have drifted to 
an end. Alas! Some of you will 
cry, with an note of regret, but 
others, knowing there is no happi- 
ness without change and work will, 
be glad to answer the school bells 
calling the young scholars back 
from far and near to brighten the 
class rooms that have been lonely 
for their warm presence. 

Most of you will return strong 
and brown as berries after the 
exceptionally lovely — sun-filled 
summer that the good God sent 
to us this year. Here in the den, 
Francis can almost hear the merry 
sound of your happy greetings, 
passing from friend to friend, as 
you all meet around the doors of 
houses, opening to 
welcome you back to your studies 
once more. 


SHINING LITTLE 
MISSIONARIES 

Our future success in life depends 
on the use we have made of our 
school years so Francis hopes you 
will all work hard and be brilliant 
Gabrielites, worthy of our Patron 
and our Guild, not only as fine 
scholars but as shining little Mis- 
sionaries of Jesus and Mary. If 
we want God to help us we must 
show that we are grateful by 
working for Him. 

What are you going to do for 
the Missions ? Do you do your best 
to promote THE Cross? By 
spreading THE Cross you can help 
the Missions too, and you get a 
share in the prayers and large 
number of Masses said by Passionist 
Fathers in many parts of the 


SAINT GABRIEL’S GUILD 


ey LETTERS TO FRANCIS—THE CROSS, MOUNT ARGUS, DUBLIN. 


world for our helpers. When you 
promote [HE Cross you are doing 
what is called Catholic Action. 
~ Ah, the Catholic Press (papers 
and magazines) and what it does 
for the Church,’? says our dear 
Pope John. ‘Its activities are 
vast and vital. It works very 
hard, but I must say “lavora, 
lavora, lavora,’? work work, work 
for the Church needs all the devoted 
things you can do.” 

Now my little friends, keep the 
Holy Father’s words in your minds 
and get busy to help THE Cross, 
the Wobbs, the B.B.B. Bank, the 
Mission Editor and Bechuanaland. 
A big task, you say. Well, Our 
Holy Father has been doing great 
deeds for the Missions ever since 
he was a child. He was aged only 
eleven when he entered the College 
to become a priest and when he 
was aged fourteen years he received 
the sacred tonsure, the Crown of 
thorns, a symbol of the clerical 
state. All his life has been given 
to Christ. 


A STORY TO GRIP YOU 

There is an interesting story 
told about Father Reilly, an Irish 
priest of the St. Columban Mis- 
sionary Fathers, who was working 
in China. When he was a student 
here in Ireland, he had often 
heard returned missionaries telling 
of the dreadful poverty and un- 
pleasantness to be met with in 
China. Fr. Reilly could never 
believe or realize that people in 
other parts of the world could be 
so paintully poor, so woefully in 
want. 

Aiter some time when he was 
ordained a priest, and found himself 
in China, he was greatly upset to 
see that wherever he went he came 
across hundreds of people starving 
or begging and in some places 
lined up looking for work or help 
of any kind. 

Fr. Reilly tried to do all he 
could for the suffering people, but 
soon afterwards the Communists 
took hold of the country and 
priests and nuns were driven out. 


' LET US SEE A MIRACLE ” 


When the wicked Communist 
came to where Fr, Reilly held his 
Mission they pounced on him. He 
was arrested and torn from his 
poor flock. The Communist, who 


was Over this area, said he was, 
guilty and cast him into prison. 
There the good priest suffered in 
a shocking way. He was tortured 
starved, beaten and not allowed 
any comfort. Words could not 
describe how ill-treated he was by 
his cruel jailers. The food was very 
bad, sometimes he got none. At 
last the want of nourishment 
affected his eyes. He became 
completely blind. 

Then the Communists started to 
worry hint more. Like the soldiers 
who taunted Our Lord on the Cross 
they taunted Fr. Reilly with 
insults saying: ‘“‘ You say yours 
is the religion of miracles. Let us 
see a miracle. Tell God to restore 
your sight. See if He will help 
you.’? And so on. 

Those who knew the holy Mis- 
sioner say he did not want any- 
thing for himself. He was most 
anxious to convert the Chinese. 
So for three days he gave himself 
to prayer. He prayed with all his 
heart and soul to the Mother of 
God. He had faith. He asked her 
to intercede for him this time so 
that he might be able to prove to 
the unbelievers that God existed 
and also declare her Motherhood 
of the Church of Christ. 


To the amazement of all the 
priest’s sight was fully restored on 
the third day. When the Chinese 
doctors examined his eyes they 
were astounded. Fr. Reilly told 
them not to waste time over him. 
He advised them to look into their 
Own souls and to see the harm 
they had done to the country. He 
asked them to use their eyes in 
that way. In his own words he 
said: ‘You are blind to the 
truth which my Faith is. Give 
yourselves the vision to come to 
my God.’’ 

Our Blessed Lady, whose heart 
sorrows for the sins of the world 
and who wishes all souls to be 
saved from the fires of hell, heard 
the prayers of Fr. Reilly and helped 
him to show the power and glory 
of Almighty God to the pagan 
Chinese communists. 


FLASHES OF NEWS 
Lhe children of Scoil Bride are 
wonderful little missionaries. They 
are ever good and _ faithful in 
helping the little black babies 
that St. Gabriel has -. adopted 
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Our Clientele 


When the Bechuanaiand Black Babies 
opened its doors it was merely a subsidiary enterprise to 
forward the aims of the World Organisation of Black Babies 


MII | TOT Tr 


Bank (B.B.B.B.) 


SERS 


A 
*, 
te trala 


L 
BLtee hae vs 


(W.O0.B.B.). As the years have passed the Four B Bank 
has gone from strength to strength. And the Wobbs have 
gone from Lolliepops to Banana Splits. Their standard of 
living has risen. 

Over the years too, we have attracted a very select 
| clientele, who are alive to Baby Needs and Wobb Worries. 
@ We dont do business with them every month — but dis- 

creetly when Pings are plentiful. Rte BPO ~ Seca en Cee et ete 

I’ve never gathered them all together before so I would pate? | “7 are Pesce 

like to do so now. There’s Father Mac from Scotland: The eee ec 

Man from Armagh, who sends me the most _ intriguing abies ((0' \ BBs 
Postal Orders for the oddest amounts and Emm Emm 33st: ee fe en: TE SHIRTS 
(Ria'to) with whom no odd halfpenny is safe. They are tty er, (SS Re 
all tracked down and Four Bee’d. There’s the Wallet Man 
who made a generous gesture and passed on. The Lady of 
the Veil is always on the watch, while Kayosee has a 
wonderful conscience. Emokay drops pings in with the 
right hand and the left knows nothing about it. Eee Dee 
is very faithful, Eee Obee will come again. These are all 
ef Dublin. Scobriga and Quinti Anni have elephantine mem- 
ories. Lastiy there are my Pensioners with their sacrificed 
snuff and the Peninsular Canaries who sing Ping, Ping on 
rainy days. Have | left any out? Yes, for instance Emdy, who 


dea's in ‘‘thruppenny bits’’, aig NO 
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God love you and them all, 
MISSION EDITOR, 
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for himself. May every blessing things she does and ends up, ga country ” and Josephine Byrne 
come from our Gabriel in Heaven ~ am always very tired going to bed.’ prepares the breakiast every 
to the children of Scoil Bride. The Not an idle moment has Ann. second morning at home.’ Mary 


Breslin ‘‘ washes the delph for her 
Mammy.’’ She goes bird nesting 
too like some of our other Wicklow 
friends. Francis hopes they leave 


Rev. Mission Editor will be very 
pleased with them. Many essays a 
and some letters from aArklow 
make glad the heart of Francis. 


Such a busy little person deserves 
cheer. Breda Hickey, another 
busy little one writes on behalf of 
her class, “There are fifty-five 


Kathleen Fortune writes, “the girls in our class,” she says, ‘‘and the nests alone. Mother birds do 
garden at the back of our house is all join with me in wishing your not like anyone to touch them. 
planted with vegetables. We help mission every success. We are . 1 — learn oleae says Lila 
to keep it neat and free from weeds. eager to join St. Gabriel’s Guild, Heraughty, and when the baby 


cries I often play the violin for him 
because he likes it and it stops his 
crying.’’ He may be a _ born 
musician, Lila. Mary MeCrudden 
is also another bird’s nest seeker. ; 
Francis will give her name to the | 


if you will admit us. We pray 
twice every day for the conversion 
of the pagans.’’ AIl Breda’s class- 
mates are most welcome. Breda 
tells us: © I attend St. Michael’s 


In the summer when the warm 
weather comes we spend many 
happy hours at the seaside. The 
baby loves the sand but is afraid 
of the water.” Hope your Daddy 


will be home for good soon, Convent School daily. Along with 

Kathleen. The house must be my other class-mates I am a__ birds and tell them to watch out. 
lonely without him. Francis member of the Church Choir and I love school very much,’ writes 
should like to see all heavy trucks one evening each week we have Kathleen Myler. At home we 
banished from the roads and the practice at half seven. Every have a glorious garden. 1 water 
Irish railways working at full Saturday I go up to the school for the garden about twice a week 


steam again. There would be more 
employment and the roads safer. 
Several of our railway workers are 
in England now. Gretta Murphy 
says ‘‘ We have a big front garden 
and a big back one. We sow 
cabbage plants and potatoes in 
half the back garden. There are 
strawberries black currants and 
raspberries growing in the other 
half. Every week I gather the 
fruit and make jam. I like my 
home life very much.’’ Hope you 
will always like it and remain in 
Ireland, Gretta. 

Ann Hickey is a _ real _ Irish 
enthusiast. She is entering the 
Feis for Irish speaking, Irish poetry 
and Irish conversation competi- 
tions. She has already won four 
medals for Irish. She writes a very 
interesting essay telling of all the 


orche stra and I like that very much. 
I also attend a dancing class and 
I am very happy because I am. to 
dance in the Feis this year. I am 
also to play the violin and converse 
in Irish. When I come home from 
school every evening, I help my 
Mother in the shop or [| do my 
exercise. Sometimes I go to the 
beach for a walk. My favourite 
hobbies are reading, sewing, knitt- 
ing and stamp collecting. I like 
honsewire and small children, but 
I prefer small children by far. I 
have enjoyed writing this; essay 
because it has shown me how well 
off I am. I didn’t realize it until 
I saw it written down.’ Francis 
suggests that we all write a list of 
our blessings and see how well off 
we are too. Sheila Hyland ‘lives 
in a quiet little house out in the 


when it does not rain. My Mammy 
is very grateful when I take out 
the baby. I have lots of beautiful 
brothers and a sister. I enjoy 
playing with them.” You are a 
fortunate little girl, Kathleen. 


| | 
COMPETITION 
| (Under 18) | 
| ESSAY: A MOTOR OR BUS TOUR, 
| (Under 14) | 
ESSAY : 
| MY FAVOURITE AMUSEMENT. 
| 
| 


Send befere October Ist, 


| Francis awards prizes this month to 

| Breda Hickey and Ann Hickey, St. | 
| Michael’s Convent School, Arklow. | 
_ (Prize divided). 
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talking about books... 


SEEKING THE CITY. A Spiritual Autobiography. 
By Edward Charles Rich. London: Burns & 
Oates, Ltd., 28 Ashley Place. pp. 134. 18/-. 
July, 1955, was a month of crisis for the Anglican 

Communion, and of deep  heart-searching for 

Edward Rich, minister of the Church of England. 

The crisis revolved around the question of whether 

or not official Anglicanism should recognise the 

validity of the ‘ holy orders ’ conferred on clergymen 
of the Church of South India. Positions, for and 
against, were taken and often violently defended. 

In the midst of battle, many a fervent Anglican 

felt the ground giving way beneath him. Among 

the shaken was Rev. Mr. Rich of Padbury. But 
rebellion against what seemed to be the official 

Anglican position on this issue was, of course, the 

occasion rather than the cause of his turning to 

Rome for a solution. For many troubled years he 

had been groping through the half-light in search 

of God’s own truth. Indeed his vague searchings 
commenced when, still a child, he became dissatis- 
fied with the watered-down doctrine offered him 
by his religiously emotional father and his frighten- 
ingly Calvinistic mother. The present book is the 
story of his long and tortuous pilgrimage towards 
the City of God. It is a pity that the volume ends 
so abruptly. One would have liked to gaze more 
lengthily at the final stage of the pilgrims journey 

—at his finding of the City. Mr. Rich has given 

us little that is new. But then everything he says 

is new in that no two men take exactly the same 
road to the truth. 
DG. 


SILENT BEDES. Practical Meditations for the 
Mysteries of the Rosary. By S. G. A. Luff. 
London : Longmans, Green & Co. Ltd., 6 and 7 
Clifford St. pp. 93.  8/6d. 


Lest the title should puzzle, we should explain 
that ‘ bede,’ a Middle English word for ° prayer,’ 
gradually evolved into the modern ‘ bead,’ which 
is an aid to the counting of prayers. SILENT BEDES, 
then, is a <e-ies of meditations on the mysteries of 
the Rosary. The effort is to provide us with a means 
of thinking our daily Rosary as well as saying it 
with our lips. The author does indeed offer many 
a sound helpful consideration. Too many of them, 
perhaps. He could have pandered a little more to 
those of us who need to have their lessons driven 
well home. Metaphors and half-drawn parallels 
tumble over one another on nearly every page. 
Nor does the author’s style help towards clarity. 
On page 30, for example, we have the following : 
“True love of God will guide us through the many 
doors of our soul. The inadequacy of our sentimental 
cinema tears lay less in the grief itself than in ae 
object. The unreality of the story ordained the 
objective unreality of our emotion. The same sent.- 
ments, displayed round the corner towards an 
injured man or an abandoned child, provided we 
do something about it, are right and good. But 
just as, when directed to real humanity, the emotion 
needs to become effective in charitable purpose, 
so when directed to God it needs to be enhanced 
by supernatural virtues and spiritual depth. Real 
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spirituality, like water, will find its owa level.’’ 
In many passazes like this we are driven to tear 
the ideas from language that is none too ready to 
yield them up. 

Die. 


A SEAL UPON MY HEART. Autobiographies of 
Nineteen Sisters. Edited by George I. Kane. 
Dublin : Clonmore & Reynolds. pp. 174. 13/6d. 


Here is a book written by and about nineteen 
nuns, live nuns, young nuns, American nuns! Are 
you averse to spiritual reading books ? Even if 
you are, you'll devour this. The style throughout 
is pungent, racy and intensely human. The material 
is the ancient struggle to give up all to follow 
Christ. This struggle was harder for some of the 
nineteen than for others. But always there was 
the heroic burning of boats, the cutting of the 
life-line with many of the warm comforting things 
What makes a girl want to enter a 
convent ? What’s the shock like when she gets 
there ? These and a hundred other such questions 
are answered with humour and spiritual perception. 

DA. 


MARY OUR MOTHER. By Rev. J. A. Shields, 
M.A.. D.C.L. Dublin: Clonmore & Reynolds, 
Ltd., Kildare St. pp. 71. 5/-. 

Here we have a simple, very simple, meditative 
journey through the life of Our Blessed Lady=.In 
our passing we watch her in happiness, in grief and 
in glory. Under the general heading of ' Seven 
Memories,’ Dr. Shields discusses Mary’s dramatic 
appearances in our modern world: at Lourdes, 
Fatima, Beauraing, Banneux, Due de Bac, Syracuse 
and Knock. Each ‘Memory ’ provides a resume of 
the principal events, together with a practical 
moral. ‘‘ Our Lady, in her approach to all things 
divine and human, shows us a marked simplicity 
which... we would do well to emulate. Mary, as 
you will find repeated in these pages, was never 
learning solely : she was always teaching.” Through 
this booklet, the author endeavours to bring us all 


into Mary’s classroom. 
Doe. 


WOMAN’S PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY. by 
Ita Meehan. Oxford: Catholic Social Guild, 125 
Woodstock Road. pp. 23. 6d. 

This pamphlet is the text of a lecture delivered 
to the Summer School held by the Social Study 
Conference at St: McNissi’s College, Garron Point, 
Co. Antrim, in August of last year. The thesis 1s 
put forward that the difference between man and 
woman is essentially a difference in role or vocation, 
flowing inevitably from their different character- 
ictics. ‘‘ Man is the head, the builder, the lover. 
Woman is the conserver, the mother, love received, 
multiplied and given back.” The divinely planned 
co-ordination of the sexes through their different 
characteristics extends its influence through every 
section of society. Here is a pamphlet that will be 
helpful to men as well as to women. It carries an 
important message for thoughtful adolescents. 
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What are Vocation Houses ? 


THEY ARE HOUSES WHERE YOU CAN HAVE 
ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE, VOCATION RETREATS 
AND TALKS, INFORMATION ABOUT ALL ORDERS 
AND CONGREGATIONS — IN FACT EVERY HELP 
TOWARDS THE FULFILMENT OF YOUR VOCATION 


GIRLS AND WOMEN MAY WRITE OR CALL TO : 
VOCATION HOUSE, 
4l Bassett Road, London, W.10. 


VOCATION HOUSE, 
Hallaton, Market Harborough, Leics. 
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Franciscan Sisters need Zealous Girls 
for Teaching and Nursing in the 
United States. 

FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO :— 


DIRECTRESS OF VOCATIONS, 
IMMACULATA CONVENT, 
MOUNT ALVERNIA, 

MALLOW, Co. CORK 
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JOrIN F. MULLAN & CO 
Associated Insurance brokers 


| 
88 VICTORIA SQUARE 


® 


BELFAST 


’Phone 
99912 and 26513 


ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO ADVISE YOU 


Northern Ireland Team of Experts 
to advise you 
on placing 


your insurances 


Representatives for the 
Irish National Insurance 


Company Ltd. 


“{ 

: 

| 

. 

| 

Appointed ee Appoint a 
by | 


Director : 
JOHN: F. MULLAN, F.A.I.B. 


ON ALL PROBLEMS RELATING TO INSURANCE 
Insurance placed with all 
Leading Reliable Companies and at Lloyds. 


Go, sell what thou hast and Franciscan Minoresses 
come, follow Me! OUR WORK 


Holy Cross Sisters are looking for generous, HELPING PRIESTS in their Mission work. 


zealous girls to | help them in their varied EDUCATION of the young in areas where there are 
work. No distinction of Choir and Lay Sisters. no existing facilities for Catholic Education. 


NOVICIATE HOUSE Sekine ents ee for Surgical, Medical 
HOLY CROSS CONVENT WE ARE IN URGENT NEED OF VOCATIONS 
CHALFONT ST. PETER YOUNG GIRLS CAN YOU HELP US? 
BUCKS., ENGLAND 


For particulars apply to : 
F gre@srBt0@ 108 11Bs +811 Serer Berio O se Ges eee Gee Wer Ges OHH Oer oH HrOHGr2 OOO OF 


SorGee®. 


Rev. Mother, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire. 
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: ost FOR SIGHT TESTING 

; ROBERT DICKIE $ AND OPTICAL REQUIREMENTS 

; HARDWARE MERCHANT ‘ H | 

LL the year round & keep a large and welli- ; é consult: 

; A selected stock at very keen prices, My ¢ = 

H extensive Showrooms are conveniently situated, j f. Nile 

3 and | extend a cordial Invitation te all my friends. & : ; 

¢ RANGES, GRATES, COOKING AND HEATING 3 ¢ : 

: OVES A SPECIALITY. Bes silent Se Tas ets i 
EF WN N : S K 8 a mo N : 35 UPPER O’CONNELL ST., DUBLIN. ; 

ae and 23 HIGH ST., ENNISKILLEN. : 

» and IRVINESTOWN. H é (Saturdays and Mondays) : 

2 TELEPHONE: 155. é : 
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i a All Modern Medicines Stocked. Sick-Room Requisites and Veterinary Preparations Available. “en 
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_P. O'REILLY = | | JOHN DONNELLY 
Wholesale and Retail Grocer er se mee 
joric “neues FOX ss wuTHn, Gaon BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
sak eacedes Contractors for New Church, 
Agent for Scottish and English coal Pacsnnie Fathers, Collooney, 
18 Ann St. & 26 Queen St. 
LEN | BELMORE STREET 
ENNISKIL : ENNISKILLEN. 
TELEPHONE : 2083. ¥ 
9 
| JAMES T. O’DOHERTY .....: | 
; 24 BELMORE STREET, ENNISKILLEN. Telephone 2/52 (| VICTUALLER- : 
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Celtic House Hotel ) PETER BURNS 
AND. RESTAURANT SELECT MEAT PURVEYOR. 
Hot and Cold Water all Bedrooms SAUSAGES A SPECIALITY. 

ee 6 CRDRee Sper 

BELMORE STREET, ENNISKILLEN } {| ENNISKILLEN 


Telephone: 2517. Proprietor : | 
TELEPHONE: 2052 
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WE ADVERTISE NONE BUT RELIABLE FIRMS 
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Good FOOD! Good SERVICE ! 
Good COMPANY ! 
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FRANCIS 


KERRIN 


M.P.S.—CHEMIST SS 
All Medical and Toilet Requisites Only the best is good enough in the 
Stocked. MELVIN HOUSE 


. Prescriptions Accurately Compounded. 
Only the Purest Drugs used. 


|| Church Street, 
ENNISK 


The Diamond, ENNISKILLEN } 


} DINNERS, WEDDING PARTIES, ETC.. 
SPECIALLY CATERED FOR. 


PHONE: ENNISKILLEN 2040 
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SIGHT TESTING AND SUPPLY OF GLASSES 


? 
Consult : P. K. McBRIDE, E.N.A.O., D.Opt., Ophthalmic Optician, : 
18 DARLING STREET, ENNISKILLEN | 


Branches—-BELLEEK, IRVINESTOWN, LISNASKEA. TELEPHONE: ENNISKILLEN 2524. 
Bool 
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$ STYLES CHANGE, TASTES DIFFER, BUT THE CALL ; THE NAME “ TULLY’S” SIGNIFIES CLOTHES OF 
> EOR GOOD QUALITY AND VALUE IS UNIVERSAL $  $ QUALITY AND DISTINCTION. SPEND WISELY 


AT 3 BY PURCHASING FROM THE HOUSE WITH THE 
T. GALLIGAN 


NAME 
+ GENERAL DRAPER AND OUTFITTER { 


TULLY & CO. 


DRAPERS AND OUTFITTERS 
High Street, 
ENNISKILLE nM 
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; 
Millinery and Mantle Warehouse 
: 
: 


: 
| THE DIAMOND 


ENNISKILLEN 


TELEPHONE: 2421 : 
ste 
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: VISIT OUR FASHION SALON. || General Drapers & Outfitters 
“HACKETT’S” 20 High Street, 

Phone: 2454 : Enniskillen. 
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FLANA 


For FOOTWEAR 


James Mulhern & Co. 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL WINE AND SPIRIT 
MERCHA 
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CHANTS 
Wholesale Botters. Mineral Water Agents for 
Manufacturers. — K NORVIC, JOHN WHITE, 
MULHERN’S Ale and ee are Guaranteed ST ART-RITE and KILTIE. 


MULHERN’S Leagues Sas purity, age and TOWNHALL STREET 
ENNISKILLEN | | ENNISKILLEN 


§ Telegrams: “ Whiskey, Enniskillen, Phone : 2030 TELEPHONE : 2135 
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| THE WINDSOR CAFE-RESTAURANT | ? QORMO BREAD |: 
; 9 DONEGALL SQ. SOUTH, BELFAST : : The only Bakery In Ireland to be awarded the ; 
H (At the Rear of the City Hall) ee “GOLD SEAL” z 
é Open from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m, : i e of the Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene, ¢ 
: ¢ London, for QUALITY, PURITY and MERIT. ¢ 
2 Proprietor : Manager : é € $ 
3 HARRY TONER TOM McGRATTAN ¢— $ Manufactured o nly by : 
; We have a very varied luncheon menu and, at : ORM EAU BAKERY LTD. : 
¢ night, a splendid a la carte selection. with : é = 3 
2 special emphasis on good steaks and good fish. : z BELFAST : 
: Telephone: BELFAST 29088 : : TELEPHONE: BELFAST 41241 (4 Lines) : 
BERS Ue RCS an RCRA eee EES | Se 
SELF - DRIVE EK CHAUFFEURED CARS 
Poe ee ee Pa ee eee ee ee 
i DO not READ ; $ THE LITTLE COMPANY OF MARY 
I 4 oe more than ever, the Church needs valient, : A ( z THE BLUE NUNS i } H 
i = zea t d lab 6 6 . : 
{ PO comer of the globe eo combar avi.” “"” ~~ SERVE CHRIST BY NURSING THE : 
Hy : Are you prepared to help YOUR CHURCH ? : ; SICK AND COMFORTING THE : 
a GOOD ! Pa : 
i Then join the FRANCISCANS .. . Pe DYING. : 
: é Write NOW for information and application form to : : Write to :— H 
: REV. MOTHER GENERAL, $  ¢ we te FROVINCIAL, : 
: FRANCISCAN CONVENT, EAST STREET, ee ant Te COMEANY. OF MARY, 3 
: LITTLEHAMPTON, SUSSEX, at SUDBURY HILL, 
ee ee REE a OES Oe EE “eet 8H 8H 8H-8r8rsBGu8rOrBrOnEnenOrenduensneneneneneuenenemast 
a ai a ea ee Se et ee OOO 01 O01 O00 O01 Oo Orr Gee, 
? gr WHOLESALE WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS =? 
| G. MCSHANE & CO, LTD, "sss ~eewr | 
i a SOLE AGENTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND FOR MACKINLAY’S SCOTCH WHIsKy. i 
é Offices and Duty-Paid Stores : : 
| é 112 MADRID STREET, BELFAST ; 
: ; TELEPHONE : 58630 : 
i Oe ey ey ee ry See Bee Bet Gew oe M1011 Go Goo Guess Goss See Gee Gee Ger Geo Ger 6B 50GB oe Gee GoeQer Gor Qoo Moe Gee Bee Gee Gee Gee GHoeH eG oe Ges H oe Gor Qre Gee Geo Gae@eo@er Bee Ore Gee Gee Ges Gur Groges "SO @@egeq. * 
i Est. 1846. - 
i Le RAINEY & Col | 
i _ GENERAL CONTRACTORS. } 
: STEEPLEJACKS - SPECIALISTS IN J 
i LIGHTNING PROTECTIVE SYSTEMS. | 
4 ROOF SLATING : CHURCH SPIRE 
| AND CHIMNEY SHAFT REPAIRERS. cae re: 
! : | tp et: Form | 
Office Mo. 1: 43, DAWSON ST., DUELIN. |/ ae let: Forn : 
hoe ak Phone: Dublin 78708. | for COLDS, FLU | 
i $0 4 | | eee | f 
| 92, SOMERTON ROAD, BELFAST ~— | RHEUMATISM | 


Phone ; Belfast 77843, su | | and all NERVE PAINS 
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Men’s Wear A[JG TINS Boys’ Wear 
DIVIS STREET, BELFAST 
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“KENNEDY'S'7 BREAD | 
NONE NICER  :: NONE BETTER :: IT SATISFIES 
THE BAKERY : Telephone: 25043 


Beechmount 2 el Belfast _ 
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ura ae BELFAST VISIT I TELEPHONE 43551 


, MOBBICRAFTS =| | JOSEPH MACKLIN 
FOR ALL YOUR HOBBY AND Specialist in Clerical Tailoring 
HANDICRAFT SUPPLIES nik Genes! CuRREANG 
34 GRESHAM STREET 
BELFAST | 183 ANTRIM ROAD 


(Opp. Cliftonville Road) 
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Phone: 30227/8. Grams: ‘* Sixteen, Belfast.”’ 
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FOR 
CHINA : EARTHENWARE : GLASS 
FANCY GOODS, ETC., call at 
THE 


Hoe Poe Gee Soe Qos G or GerQeeGocGorG ++ Gor G os Hoe Gee HeePer Gee Hor GerG 


For the Greatest Variety in 
CHINA :: GLASS :: POTTERY 
Ulster's Leading China Store 
TOM JONES China Showrooms 


[IRISH HOTEL SUPPLIES, LTD. 


(BELFAST) LTD. 32-33 Lower Abbey Street, 


weer Ger Gc G-@ * 


9 WELLINGTON PLACE, and} Dublin 
129 UPPER NORTH STREET, BELFAST {  } ee eas sa 
decd tcc ett : TOM JONES, Managing Pigector, 
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iM 5 chau MeMallan. led “Artists ae Ca emens ATS 


Y Dor Pot for Foy try fu fy Px) 


= 

= | Ecclesiastical and Domestic Stained Glass, 

iene Sartor Leaded Lights and-Decoratiuve Glasswork 

i 38 Smithfield, Belfast Designs and Estiiates Free 

: Telephone 31327-8 Wallpapers, sec Ouls 
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Telephone : nhnase Telegrams : ‘* Wines, Belfast.’ 


HOLLYWOOD & DONNELLY, LTD. 


DISTILLERS AND WINE SHIPPERS x Proprietors of the Celebrated '* BANQUET " WHISKY. 
Offices : 27-33 TALBOT STREET, BELFAST. Bonded Warehouse: STACK N. WARING STREET, BELFAST. 
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Fuel 


The facts about Oil 
for Home Heating 


IF YOU want a warm home and plenty cf hot 
water without the trouble of stoking fires and 
clearing out ashes, you should find out how oil 
can be used to heat your hot water boiler. The 
new booklet ‘Oil Fuel at Home’ describes what 
oil can do for you—it tells you about the 
different types of burners for boiler firing, and 


SHELL-MEX AND B.P. LTD., 


FUEL OIL DEPARTMENT 


"ig ra ra a Sa aS gu Pa a SAA Me Nc Se amie aa ag aN wages 2 So etry ater eo 


: Fill in and post today to the address above. 

7 Please send me, post free, a copy of your free booklet, ‘Oil Fuel at 
; Home’. I understand this places me under no obligation. 

7 NWaME 4-8 

7 ADDRESS... u:.<.... 

: 
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juverna Press, Dublin 


6 MURRAY STREET ° BELFAST 
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New Shell 
and BP Booklet 


tells you all 


you want 


to know 


the new oil-fired boiler burner units specially 
designed for use in all types of houses. It tells 
you roughly what these cost to put in, and 
what they cost to run; how to store oil and 
how to order it. In fact, it gives you the whole 
story of how oil can solve your home heating 
problem. 
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| 
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